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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 





Turrty-FourTH Coneress, lst Session. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

4 message from the House of Representatives, 
os Mr. Barciay, Assistant Clerk, announced the 
wvegave of a bill making appropriations for the 
support of the Navy for the year ending June 
3h, 1897. 


Yn 
t 


dnp motion of Mr. HUNTER, it was read | 


twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


TATTOOED 
Mr. HUNTER. , 

ostpone all prior orders for the purpose of taking 

ip the ATMY # perageiation bill. 

Ub rey y = 

‘Mr. CLAYTON. I call for the yeas and 
nays. . 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 35, nays 4; as follows: 

yEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell of New Hampshire, 
niegs, Brodhead, Brown, Clay, Collamer, Dodge, Douglas, 
Durkee, Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, 
Gever, Harlan, Hunter, Iverson, James, Mallory, Masonf 
Pearce, Pratt, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart,Thompson o, 
Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Trumbull, Weller, 
Wilson, and Wright—35. 

NAYS—Messts. Clayton, Seward, Wade, and Yulee—4. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the bill (H1. R. No. 153) making appropri- 
ations for the support of the Army for the year 
ending 30th June, 1857, which was reported from 
the Committee on Finance, with an amendment 
to strike out the following clause: 

Provided, nevertheless, That no part of the military force 
of the United States herein provided for shall be employed 
in aid of the enforcement of the enactments of the alleged 
Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Kansas, recently 
assembled at Shawnee Mission, until Congress shall have 
enacted either that it was or Was nota valid Legislative As- 


sembly, chosen, in conformity with the organic law. by the | 
people of the said Territory: nd provided, That, until | 


Congress shall have passed upon the validity of the said 
Legislative Assembly of Kansas, it shall be the duty of the 
President to use the military force in said Territory to pre- 
serve the peace, suppress insufrection, 1:epel invasion, and 
protect persons and property therein and upor the national 
highways, in the State of Missouri or elsewhere, from un- 
lawful seizures and searches. 

And be it further provided, That the President is required 
to disarm the present organized militia of the Territory of 
Kansas, to recall all the United States arms therein distrib- 
uted, and to prevent armed men from going into the said 


I now renew my motion to | 





Territory to disturb the public peace, or to aid in the enforce- | 


ment or resistance of real or pretended law. 

Mr. FESSENDEN moved to amend the pro- 
vision proposed to be stricken out, by substituting 
the words, ‘‘ recall all the United States arms 
heretofore distributed to the militia and people of 
the Territory of Kansas,” for the weni ** dis- 
arm the present organized militia of the Terri- 
tory of Kansas, to recall the United States arms 
therein distributed. ’’ 

The amendment was rejected by the following 
vote: 

YEAS — Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of Ten- 
nesseee, Clayton, Collamer, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, 
Foster, Harlan, Seward, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Biggs, Bright, Brodhead, 
Brown, Butler, Clay, Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, 
Iverson, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, 
Mason,-Pearee, Pratt, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Weller, 
Wright, and Yulee—28. 

The amendment of the committee was debated 
by Messrs. HUNTER, WILSON, WADE, 
THOMPSON of Kentucky, TRUMBULL, 
J INES of Tennessee, BUTLER, FESSEN- 
DEN, and DOUGLAS. [This debate will be 
found in the Appendix. ] 

The Senate proceeded to take the vote by yeas 

and nays. During the call of the roll the follow- 
ing explanations were made: 
Mr. CLAY. I wish to state that my colleague 
(Mr. ao) has paired off with Governor 
Fisu, of New Yor , at his instance and request, 
he being sick. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope I may be indulged in 
saying, on behalf of my colleague, that he is very 
unwell, and obliged to remain at home. Gov- 
ernor Firzparrick is in the same condition, and 
they have agreed to pair off. 


Mr. PRATT. Would he vote against this 
Proposition ? 
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Mr. SEWARD. Governor Fisn would vote || the passage of the bill as amended, resulted— 


against this amendment if he were here. 
authorized by him to say so. 
Mr. ALLEN. 


I cannot consent, however, to sustain the propo- 
sition attached by the House of Representatives 
to the bill, making the necessary appropriations 
for the military forces of the country. 


I ask the indulgence of the Senate to state, in 
behalf of my colleague, [Mr. Cass,] that he is 
necessarily absent from the Senate to-day. He 
| wished me to state that, if he were here, he 
| would vote for the amendment proposed by the 
| Committee on Finance. 
| Mr.BUTLER. Perhaps it is due to my col- 
league, [Mr- Evawns,] for me to say that he is in 
such ill health that he has not been able to re- 
| main here. If he were here, he would add to the 
| majority to sustain this amendment. 
| 


The result was announced, as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennes- 
see, Biggs, Bright, Brodhead, Butler, Clay, Clayton, Doug- 
las, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Jones of lowa, Jones of Ten 
nessee, Mallory, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Sli- 
| dell, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New 
| Jersey, Weller, Wright, and Yulee—29. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Collamer, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
Harlan, Seward, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—9. 

So the amendment was agreed to. The bill 
was reported to the Senate as amended, and the 
amendment was concurred in, and ordered to be 


It was read a third time. On its passage, 


and they were ordered. 


and was follewed by Mr. STUART. 
pendix for their speeches. | 

Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, it is my purpose 
and my desire to avail myself of an appropriate 
opportunity to address the Senate, at some con- 
siderable length, upon the general and engrossing 
topic of existing affairsin Kansas, and the causes 
in which the present difficulties originated. We 
have had a very protracted session for this day, 
and the hour is late. i 
o’clock, p. m.] I am weary; I know the Senate 
is weary; and I am exceedingly reluctant to pro- 
tract the session for the night. | am also aware 
of the amount and pressure of the public business 
on the consideration of this, as of the other 
branch of Congress, in these the expiring days 
of our session. I shall not, therefore, ask for the 
| postponement of the consideration of this ques- 
tion until to-morrow for my personal accommo- 
dation, though that will be acceptable to me, if it 
be acceptable to the honorable Senator from Vir- 


| ginia and other Senators present. I will say, 


| however, that, as itis understood generally in the | 
| Senate, by a sort of arrangement entered into 
| to-day, that Saturday, after an executive session, | 


| shall be assigned to the honorable Senator from 
| New Jersey, and the honerable Senator from 
Tennessee, 1 will avail myself ofthat opportunity, 
| and forego the present occasion, if by general 

understanding and consent | may be allowed to 
follow those gentlemen in the expression of my 
views. 

Mr. HUNTER. We shall hear the Senator 
with great pleasure on Saturday. I hope he will 
| consent to postpone his remarks until then. 
| Mr. FOOT. I yield the floor now with that 
| understanding. [‘* Certainly.’’] 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I readily 

ree to the proposition of the gentleman from 
ina but I give notice that | shall claim the 
right, at some future day, to answer some of these 
Saturday speeches. I do not presume that I shall 
| have anything to say in response to the gentleman 

from Vermont; but there may be some speeches 
| delivered on Saturday which, whether present 
or absent on that day, I may desire thereafter to 
answer. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 








j 
| 
| 


I am | 


I voted against the Nebraska | 
bill, and against the repeal of the Missouri com- | 
| promise, and I have not since seen any cause to | 
regret the votes which I gave on those occasions. | 


engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. | 
Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays; | 


Mr. SEW ARD addressed the Senate at lensth, | 
[See Ap- || 


[Ten minutes past nine | 


yeas 27, nays 8;-as follows: 


YEAS—Measrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Biggs, Bright, 
Brown, Butler, Clay, Douglas, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, 
Jamee, Jones of lowa, Mallory, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, 
Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Thom 
son of New Jersey, Weller, Wright, and Yulee—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Durkee, Foot, Foster, Harlan, Seward, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson—8 


Mr. WELLER. I give notice that to-morrow 
mornibg I shall ask the Senate to take up a little 


|, bill which has been pending for some time, com- 


Mr.STUART. Before the result is announced, | 


monly known as the Pacific railroad bill; and 
now I move an adjournment. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- 


|| journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuourspay, August 7, 1856. 


The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danre. Waxpo. 


The SPEAKER stated that there was no 


we present; but, if no objection was made, 
the Clerk would read the Journal of yesterday. 


CALL OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. LETCHER objected, and moved that there 
be a call of the House; which motion was agreed 
to. 

The roll was accordingly called; and the fol- 
lowing members failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley S. Bennett, 
Bingham, Bocock} Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Broom 

| Burlingame, Burnett, Caruthers, Caskie, Childs, Bayard 
| Clarke, Clawson, Howell Cobb, Colfax, Craige, Cuilen, 
Damrell, Henry Winter Davis. De Witt, Dowdell, Edie, 
Edmundson, Elliott, English, Eustis, Evans, Florence, 
Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Augustus 
Hall, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Herbert, Thomas R. 
Horton, Howard, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, 
Lake, Lumpkin, Samuel S. Marshall, MeMullin, McQueen, 
| Meacham, Moore, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
| Packer, Paine, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Porter, Powell, 
Reade, Ricaud, Roberts, Sage, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, 
Samuel A. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Stranahaa, Talbott, 
Trafton, Underwood, Vail, Wakeman, Welch, Wells, 
Wheeler, Woodworth, and Daniel B. Wright. 
| One hundred and forty-two members having 
answered to their, names, all further proceedings 
under the call Were, by unanimous consent, dis- 
pensed with; and the Journal of yesterday was 
read and approved. 

Mr. LETCHER said that he had been requested 

_ to state that Mr. Burnett had been confihed to 
| his room for several days by indisposition, and 
that he had paired off with Mr. Rostsown. 

CAPITOL AND POST OFFICE EXTENSIONS. 
| The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
| sage from the President of the United States, 
| transmitting a communication from the Secretary 
| of War, in reply to the resolution of the House 
| requesting information in regard to the construc- 
| tion of the Capitol and Post Office extensions; 
| which was referred to the select committee on the 


|| 
|| subject, and ordered to be printed. 
7 

| 


| EVENING SESSIONS. 

} Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, 1 ask the 
| unanimous consent of the House that the reso- 
| lution for evening sessions be extended to the 

1 remaining evenings of the present week. Several 
| gentlemen, who have not a to speak 

|| to the questions generally discussed at the even- 

|| ing sessions, and I hope there will be no objec- 
tion to the proposition. 

Mr. HOUSTON. i do not see the chairman 
|| of the Committee of Ways and Means in his 
|| place, and I am unwilling that the en pe 
|| shall be acted on until he is here. So far as I 
am concerned, I am opposed to further night 
| sessions, except for the consideration of the busi- 
] ness of the country. The gentleman from Ohio 
| is now here, and he can speak for himself. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
|, we can easily get along with the business, if gen- 
|| tlemen will remain in attendance on the House. 
| At two o’clock, yesterday, we were without a 
|| quorum, and a great deal of time was unneces- 
|| sarily consumed in calling the roll. I am willing 
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w do anything that is reasonable in this matter. | 


i hope, however, the gentleman will modify his 
proposition 80 that the extension will be only for 
one evening. ; 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I will modify it so that 
the extension will be for only two nights. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I olffect. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Then for one evening. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HAVEN. I suggest to the gentleman 
from Ohio, that we had better close debate on the 
Navy appropriation bull. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that debate on the 
Navy appropriation bill, in the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, be closed within 
five minutes after its consideration shall be again 
resumed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, an act (S. No. 
$48) to carry into effect the act entitled ** An act 
to provide for the accommodation of the courts 
of the United States for the districtof Maryland, 
and for a post office at Baltimore city,’’ approved 
the 17th of February, 1855, was taken from the 
Speaker’s table, read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. LETCHER. |! that the 
suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. 
nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 130, nays 26; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Barclay, Hendley 8. Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, 
Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Buffinton, Cadwalader, James 
H. Campbell, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Car- 
tile, Clawson, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, 
Comins, Covode, Cox, Crawford, Cumback, Damerell, 
Davidson, Henry Wiuter Davis, Timothy Davis, Day, Dick, 
Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Elliouw, Emrie, English, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Faulkner, Flagler, Foster, Galloway, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, J. Morrison 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, 
Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Howard, George 
W. Jones, Kelsey, Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knight, Knox, 
Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, Alexander K. Marshall, Maxwell, 
McQueen, Killian Miller, Millson, Miilward, Morgan, 
Morrill, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
Peck, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Poweil, 
Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, Richardson, 
Ritchie, Rivers, Robbins, Ruffin, Rust, Sabin, Sapp, Sew 
ard, Sherman, Shorter, Simmons, William Smith, William 
R. Smith, Sneed, Stanton, Stranahan, Swope, Tappan, 
Thurston, Tratton, Trippe, Wade, Walker, Warner, tsrael 
Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Whitney, Williams, Wins 
low, Wood, John V. Wright, and Zollicofer—1o0. 

NAYS — Me «; Henry Bennett, Brenton, Ezra Clark, 
Denver, Dodd, Bdwards, Granger, Thomas R. Horton, 
Hughston, Lindley, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Smuth 
Miller, Mott, Spinner, Thorington, Valk, Walbridge, Wal 
dron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Watson, Welis, Woodrull, and Woodwort!—2s6. 


move rules be 


I call for the 


yeas and 


So the motion was agreed to. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. DICKSON said he had paired off with 
Mr. Davipson. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Ricuanpson in the chair,) and pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of a bill (HI. R. No. 
189) making appropriations for the naval service 
for the year ending 30th of June, 1857. 
~ On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, the 
first reading of the bill was dispensed with. 

‘The Clerk then vommenced the reading of the 
bill by clauses, for amendment. . 

Mr. LETCHER. I believe there are five 
minutes for general debate before the’rule closing 
debate goes into effect. 1 desire to occupy that 
time incalling the attention of the committee to 
some amendments | propose to submit in connec- 
with the navy-yard at Norfolk. It will be recol- 
lected that during last year that section of the 
country was greatly afilicted with the yellow 
fever, by which a very large proportion, if not 
the entire strength of the navy-yard and arsenal 
was stricken down. At the time that this naval 
appropriation bill was up for consideration before 
the Committee of Ways and Means, it so hap- 
pened that the report of the offiver in charge of 
that nayy-yard had not been sent in, and there- 
fore the committee were not able to embrace in 
the provisions of the bill the appropriations rec- 
ommended for the current year. After that 
officer had recovered from the scourge, his report 
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was presented here, in which certain recommend- 
| ations are made, which I will move at the proper 
| time to insert in the bill. I merely desired to 
| make this statement in advance, that the House 

might be informed of the reasons which operated 

on the Committee of Ways and Means in ex- 
| cluding from this bill the various items of recom- 
mendations which will, in the progress of this 
bill, be asked for. 

Mr.SEWARD. I offer the following amend- 
ment to come in after the tenth line: 


Provided, That vacancies occurring in the active list of the | 
Navy shall not be filled until the number of officers on said j} 


list shall be permanently reduced to not more than twenty- 
five captains, forty-six commanders, and one hundred and 


sixty-seven lheutenants; and the appropriations herein pro- | 
vided for shall not be used to pay any officer that may be || 
hereafter promoted, except upon the restrictions and limit- || 


ations aforesaid. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
of order upon that amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN. If there is no objection 


the Chair will hear any reasons from the gentle- || 


man from Georgia, showing that his amendment 
is in order. 

Mr. SEWARD. I know that the rule which 
is attempted to be enforced upon this committee 
i xceedingly strict one, and sometimes it has 
been used at the expense of every principle of 
common sense to subserve the peculiar views of 
gentlemen who make up certain committees. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I object to this 
debate— not from any want of disposition to 
accommodate the gentleman, but for the purppse 
of saving time. I therefore 
against debate be enforced. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair asked the con- 
sent of the committee that the centleman from 
Georgia might be permitted to state his reasons 
for this amendment, and there was no objection. 

Mr. SEWARD. I will be brief upon the point. 
The question which the Chair is called upon to 


is ane 


ask 


decide now, has been decided by the House on | 
if a fundamental law of || 
the country can be changed by an amendment to | 


two or three occasions. 


an appropriation bill, | put it to this House if 


you cannot restrict the number of officers in an | 


appropriation bill? Now, to show that it is in 


The 


; order, what does the amendment propose? 


| second paragraph of this bill provides for the pay- | 
My amendment | 


ment ot officers of.the Navy. 
, proposes to limitthe amount of the appropriation, 


and to fix it so as to pay a certain number of offi- || 
cers and no more, and to stop this system of | 
promouon by which it becomes necessary to | 


place a number of gentlemen on the retired list 


and make them pensioners on the Government. i| 
It can be de- |! 
monstrated that, within the last fifteen years, | 


That-.is what I propose to do. 


$3,900,000 has been paid out to men employed in 
the naval service who are actually lying idle. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I insist upon my point of 
order. 
TheCHAIRMAN. 
via ig not in order. 
Mr. SEWARD. The Chair suggested that I 
might be allowed to show the reason why I 
thought the amendment in order. If the Chair 
wants to relieve himself of the position he as- 
signed me, I will say nothing more. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 
Mr. WINSLOW offered the following amend- 
ment, to come in after line tené 


The gentleman from Geor- 


Provided, That the assistant director of the naval med- | 


ical laboratory in New York shall receive an annual salary 
of $1,500, in lieu of all other compensation ; 


so as to make the paragraph read: 


For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers, 


and seamen, including the engineer corps of the Navy, 
$3,421,718: Provided, &c. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
order? 
The CHAIRMAN. 


changes existing law. 


Mr. WINSLOW. There is no law establish- || 
The amendment proposes || 
| to raise this gentleman’s salary a few hundred | 
| dollars. j 
| The CHAIRMAN. The amendment pro- | 
posed by the gentleman from North Carolina | 


ing the laboratory. 
His pay now is only $1,150. 
changes the salary of an officer, and is not in 


order to ana am riation bill. 
Mr. WINSLOW. It is not roposed to dis- 


' turb the appropriation at all. 


I make a point 


that the rule || 


The amendment is not in order. | 


Is that amendment in| 


It is not in order, as it | 


| be included in the gross sum a 
|| Navy proper. 
1 appropriation 
1] he CHAIRMAN. It changes e 
| and is therefore out of order. ~ 

| Mr. BENSON offered the follow 


| ment, to come in at the close of the 


|| line: 
| And naval chief engineers shall be include; 
eral order of the Secretary of the Navy, dated 


and confirmed by act of Congress, approved A 


|, So as to make the paragraph read: 


ust 7 


Ppropriated fort), 
7 - ié@ 
It does not ask ANY Increase of 


Xisting law, 


ng amend. 
fourteenth 


1 in the 
LP. 
May 27. x:- 
¥ 2, 1sy7 
ugust %, 1854. 


For provisions for commission, warrant, and pe 
j ae “ . - 7s petty of 
|| cers and seamen, including engineers and marines attact : 
|| to vessels for sea service, $840,450; and naval chief . me 
neers, &ec. . ~~ Sal 

Mr. PHELPS. I raise a question of ; 

Mr. BENSON. Before the Chair makes its 
decision, I desire to submitaremark. I am aWare 
| that, if the committee and the Chair hold to the 
| rule laid down, the amendment may not be , 
|| in order. 


order, 


: Strictly 
This matter came before the Commi. 
tee on Naval Affairs on a memorial of the chief 
| engineer, and is recommended by the Secretary 
of the Navy. Itseems to me thatthe amendmen: 
is so harmless in its character, and so manifest! 
| just and proper, that the Committee of Ways anj 
| Means will not object. I have a communicatioy 
| from the Secretary of the Navy recommendj;, 

the change. 7 

Mr. PHELPS. [I insist on the point of ordo; 
I am not prepared to say that the chief engineers 
of the Navy are to have a similar rank with oi} 
officers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is bound 1 
sustain the point of order. 

Mr. BENSON. Will the gentleman allow th 
| communication from the Secretary of the Nayy 
on this subject to be read? Perhaps he will they 
| withdraw his point of order. 

Mr. PHELPS. I do not consider there is any 
necessity for its reading when that amendment jy 
not in order. 

Mr. BENSON proposed the following amend. 
| ment, to come in after line forty-five: 

Provided, That the expenditures under the foregoing 
appropriation shall be so accounted for as to show the dis- 
bursements by each bureau under its respective appropri 
tions 5 : 
so as to make the paragraph read: 
| For contingent expenses that may accrue for the follow- 
| ing purposes, viz: freight and transportation, printing and 
stationery, advertising in newspapers, books, maps, models, 
and drawings, purchase and repair of fire engines aud ma- 
| chinery, repairs of and attending to steam engines in navy- 
|! yards, purchase and maintenance of horses and oxen, and 
drawing teams, carts, timber wheels, and the purchase and 
repairs of workmen’s tools, postage of public letters, fuel, 
oil, and candles for navy-yards and shore stations, pay of 
, watchmen and incidental labor, not chargeable to any other 

appropriation, transportation to and labor attending the de- 

livery of provisions and stores on foreign stations, whar- 

age, dockage, and rent, traveling expenses of officers and 

otbers under orders, funeral expenses, store and office rent, 

stationery, fuel, commissions and pay of clerks to Navy 
| agents and storekeepers, flags, awnings, and packing bores, 
premiums and other expenses of recruiting, apprehending 
deserters, per diem pay to persons attending courts-marual 
| and courts of inquiry, and other services authorized by law, 
| pay to judges-advocate, pilotage and towage of vessels, and 
assistance to vessels in distress, bills of health, and quaraa- 
tine expenses of vessels of the United States Navy in foreiga 
ports, eight hundred and fifty-nine thousand seven hundred 
| and fifly dollars: Provided, That the expenditures under the 
foregoing appropriation sball be so accounted for as to show 
| the disbursements of each bureau under its vespective ap 
propriations. 

Mr. BENSON. That is an amendment recom 
mended by the Committee on Naval Affairs. The 
whole purpose of it is to show how each head 
| of bureau disposes of the contingent fund appr 
priated in gross. It simply requires these heads 
of bureaus to keep accounts of expenditure, 8 
that it may be seen on inspection how thest 
| funds are disposed of. I suppose there is no ob- 
| jection at all to the amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, under instruction 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, offere 
| the following amendment, to come in after liv 
sixty-six: 

For the erection and completion of marine barracks “ 

Brooklyn, New York, $90, 


For the erection and completion of marine barracks & 
Pensacola, Florida, $60,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, under. instructions of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

In line eighty-seven, after the word “ kinds,” strike oul 
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1856. _ _ 


s gixty-eight”’ and insert <* seventy-eight ;*? so that the 
ah as amended, would read; 
“7 rtsmouth, New Hampshire. —For completing launching 
's of ship-house No. 4, pitch-house, tools for machinists 
timber slip, dredging, fences completing the 
p-house No. 4, repairs of all kinds, $78,200. 


ways of 
and emiths, 


extension Of shi 
Mr. PHELPS. 


misprivt. 


[he amendment was agreed to. 


That is merely to correct a 


Mr. BENSON, under instructions of the Com- 
wittee on Naval Affairs, offered the following | 
ws endment: 

after the wora ** shear wharf,”’ in line ninety-five, insert | 
for engue and gun carriage, and for steam punips for W ater 
; hips 3”? and in line ninety-six strike out ** $l 18,950,” 
and insert ** $121 ,35v,”’ that the clause, as amended, would 


: ‘aston FOr stone wall, and filling around machine 
' > battery, and ordnance quay, paving, pile wharf, gas 
ar . and burners for yard and Officers’ quarters, cleaning 
out timber dock, braiding machine, fittings for hide cutter, 
bobbins for rope walk, and strop gauging machine for block 
,, dry-dock engines, (deficiency,) completing shear- 
wharf for engine and gun carriage, and for steam pumps 

for watering ships, and for repairs of all kinds, $121,350. «| 





BHOT 


The amendment was agreed to. 


THE CON 


_ ee 


Mr. CAMPBELL. of Ohio. I am instructed 


| by the Committee ot Ways and Means to offer 


the following amendment: 


In the following clause 





. after the word “ barracks.” in 

sert the words, * and piling for the sam essary 

New York.—For building and completing the store-hous 
building and completing coal-house, extending quay wall, ) 
launching ways in ship houses D and E, dredging channels, 
repairs of cob whart, dry-dock, paving and flagging, perma 
nent fixtures for heating saw-mill, improvement of new 
purchase for site of marine barracks, filling low places, 
compieting water pipes, lightning conductor ext g 
sewers, completing steam-house and wachinery, stable for 
commandant’s horse, and for repairs of all kinds, $415,022. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BENSON. I move to insert after the 


word ‘* machinery,’’ in the above paragraph, the 
words, ** completing oakum picking machine and 
engine for the same.’’ 1 will that this 


State 


| amendment has also been before the Committee 


| on Naval Affairs, and they have recommended it. 


Mr. BENSON, under instructions of the Com- || 


mittee on Naval Affairs, moved further to amend | 
the same clause by adding at the end thereof the 
following: 

For the purchase of land and water front, adjoining the 
navy-yard, $80,000: Provided, That no part of the appropri- 
ation shall be expended till the titie shall be satisfactory to 
the law officer of the Government, and proper jurisdiction 
ceded to the United States by the State of Massachusetts: 
Provided further, That the Secretary of the Navy shall deem 
said purchase expedient and necessary, and can make the 
purchase upon such terms as to price as shall seem just 
and proper. 

Mr. PHELPS. I must make a question of order 
upon thatamendment. The amendment proposes 
to purchase additional grounds, and to erect ad- | 
ditional, buildings. I have no objection to the | 
Committee on Naval Affairs bringing ina bill for 
the purpose indicated in this amendment; but I[ 


| 
} 
} 


| disconnected from the Asylum ground, by cutt 


eae 


do object to our appropriation bills being loaded || 


down with appropriations for new works like 
this. | 

Mr. BENSON. This appropriation is recom- | 
mended by the Secretary of the Navy, and I 
presume the point of order is not well taken. It 
isnot to change any existing law. It is to pro- | 
vide for an appropriation precisely such as the 
bill itself provides for. 
naval purposes, for the purchase of lands which 
the Secretary of the Navy saysare necessary for 
the improvement of the Boston navy-yard. 

Mr. PHELPS. Itis not germane tothe clause 
to which it is offered. | 

Mr. BENSON. It is recommended by the | 
Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. PHELPS. -That does not make it in 
order. It is not in pursuance of existing law. 

Mr. BENSON. Is there no existing laa for 
the navy-yard at Boston; and is this appropri- 
ation not for carrying out the law establishing a 
navy-yard there ? 

The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the 
Chair the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. SEWARD. I appeal from that decision. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Is the appeal debatable? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 
_Mr. BOCOCK. [I desired to make a sugges- 
tion to the Chair, to show that these appropria- 
tions, which the chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs has reported, are just as much in 
order as any of the appropriations which have 
been reported in the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the Chair is wrong he 


desires that the committee shall correct him. 


| ment, to come in after the appropriation for the 
It isan appropriation for || 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BENSON. 


I move to amend the clause 


|| under consideration by striking out ‘* $415,022,” 


“~) 
and to insert in lieu thereof, ** $421,422;’’ so as 
to make it conform to the amendments already 
adopted. 

The amendment was acreed to. 


Mr. BENSON. I offer the following amend- 


ment, to come in after ‘‘ improvements at the 
navy-yard, Philadelphia:”’ 

And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized and 
empowered to sell, at public auction, and not otherwise 
and convey the old wharf, ground, and water-rglits con 
nected with it, on the Schuylkill river, and also the lot 


ing a street 
the said ground belonging to the Naval Asylum: Provid 


The sale shall appear to him to be advantageous to the i 
terests of the United States ; the proceeds th of, in case 
of sale, to accrue to the fund from which the purchase o 


said property was made. 
Mr. LETCHER. 


I raise a question of order 
upon that amendment. 


It is not in order. 


Mr. BENSON. The object is to give the Sec- 
retary of the Navy authority to sell a piece of 
ground which the navy-yard does not want. It 


is agreed to by the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and nobody but one gentleman obi cts to it. 
The CHAIRMAN. The lecid t} 


decides tne 
amendment out of order. 


Mr. BENSON. [ offer 


Chair 


amend 


the following 


navy-yard, Philadelphia: 

For purchase of ground on east side of navy-y: 
$85,000. 

The addition to this yard is absolutely neces- 
sary; the area of the yard being very limited, 
especially on the water-front. ‘The dock on the 
east line cannot be used by the United States for 
the safety of vessels without paying a heavy rent, 
and remains without improvement for the accom- 
modation of vessels of any great depth of water. 
It is the most secure dock for vessels in the 


urd, 


| winter season from ice. 


Mr. LETCHER. 


I raise the point, that that 


| amendment is not in order. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


The Chair sustains the 


| point of order. 


Mr. BENSON. 


I take an appeal from the 


| decision of the Chair. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for tellers 


|| upon the appeal. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bocock and 


| ALBRIGHT were appointed. 


The question being, ‘* Shall the decision of the 


Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ 
|| it was put;and the tellers reported—ayes 70, noes 
| & . 

| Ol. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is there any exist- | 


ing law authorizing this purchase ? 
Mr. PHELPS. ~ There is not. 
Mr. BENSON. 
laws in reference to the navy-yards, and that it is 
in order to make such amendments to this appro- 
priation bill as may be deemed proper for the 
general benefit of navy-yards. The amendment 


8 recommended by the Secretary of the Navy, | 


and is in accordance with past legislation. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
peal. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WinsLow 
and FLaGLer were appointed. 


The question was taken; and the tellers report- | 


ed—ayes 68, noes 53. 


I suppose there are general | 


1 call for tellers on the ap- | 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


. So the decision of-the Chair was sustained 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, under instructions 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, offered 
the following amendment: 

In line one hundred and twenty-four, after the word 
* hundred,’’ insert the words, * and fifty ;*? so as to make 
the paragraph read: 

For completing repairs of brass foundery, destroyed by fire, 
$5,550. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BENSON. 
ment, to come in 
twenty-two: 


For the purchase of ground on the West side of the yard, | 
(at Washington,) $31,500, 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


I offer the following amend- 
after line one hundred and 


We have passed that | 


| point in the bill, and the amendment is not in | 


) 
order. 
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ment, 


an error. 


971 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 


point of order. 


Mr. LETCHER proposed the following amend- 


to come in afterline oné hundred and thirty: 
For commencing ship-house No. 48, (at Norfolk,) $30,009. 


Mr. BENSON. I ask is there any existing 
iw for that? : 

Mr. LETCHER. There is existing law which 
requit hips to be built, and it is impossible to 
buud ships without ship-houses. 


The CHAIRMAN. The 


Chair decides the 


amendment out of order 


Mr. MILLSON. Do I understand the gentle- 


man from Maine as s« riously raising that point 
of ord r? 
menced 
way. 


.All new works in the yard are com- 
by appropriations, never in any other 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I appeal from the 


decision of the Chair. 


Mr. MILLSON. The Chair has fallen into 


This is a very different case from the 


others. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 


amendment of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 


Lercnuer] out of order, and from that decision 


the gentleman from Marylahd takes an appeal. 
The question is, *‘Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgement of the committee ?’’ 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
make an inquiry here. 
ized by law ? 

Mr. MILLSON. 
provements of the 
This does 
clared out 


new | 


I would like to 
Is the ship-house author- 


Certainly. The general im- 
yard are authorized by law. 
the other amendments de- 
of ord: r, contemplate the purchase of 
uid, but is exactly the same thing as all 
other appropriations here, 

Mr. DAVIS. I would say to the gentleman 
from Virginia that there are fifty items in the bill 
of exactly the same character. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is out of order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL called for tellers on the 


al eal. 


YY = 
not, HkKe 


‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mitison, 
and Wasusurne of Ilinois, were appointed. 

‘The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes sixty-four, noes not counted, 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, offered the following 
amendment, to come in at line one hundred and 
tLuirty-Six: 

Strike out the words, * 
the paragraph read: 


improving spar-pond;”? 80 as to 
mak 


Pensaco —For completing permanent wharf, deep 
basin and dredging, completing rail fracks, completing re 
moval of sunken caisson, completing extension of granite 


wharf, dredging and piers in front of basin, mast shears, 
kiteben to Ordinary qyarters, repairs of dock, basin, and 
railway, completing wharves, paint shop, lightning con- 
ductors, and tor repairs of all kinds, $177,934. 


rr 


The amendment was acreed to. 


Mr. LETCHER. I move to decrease the ap- 
propriation for the Norfolk navy-yard $500. I 
offer the amendment for the purpose of saying 
that the amendment which has been offered to 
this clause of the bill is precisely the same in its 
character, and just as much in order, as twenty 
items reported in this bill. , The reason why they 
were not reported in the regular estimates, and in- 
cluded in the bill, is because, in consequence of 
the yellow fever there stopping all business, the 
estimates were prevented from being made. Hav- 
ing made this statement, I withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BOCGCK. I object to the withdrawal of 
the amendment, and I presume | shall be as much 
in order as my colleague over the way in not 
saying much about the amendment. The esti- 
mates for extending the navy-yards at Boston and 
Philadelphia, and for making these improvements 
at Norfolk, went before the Committee of Ways 
and Means. Now, sir, if that committee had 
approved them, they would have inserted pro- 
visions for appropriating the money in this ap- 
propriation bill—would the Chair have ruled that 
they were im oroperly in the bill? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. Thegentleman from Virginia has 
no right to arraign the Chair for the decision he 
has made; and [| submit the further point, that 
the remarks the gentleman is submitting are not 
pertinent to the pending amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN ‘The gentleman from Vir- 
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ginia will confine his remarks to the amendment || Now, Mr. Chairman, I think there has been | authorit 


under consideration. , 

Mr. BOCOCK. Well, sir, in these discussions 
it is very difficult for the Chair to determine what 
will be the application of a gentleman’s remarks 
until his five minutes’ time is about out. [ hope 
the Chair will give me time to develop my pur- 
pose. {Laughter.] I was going on to say that 
the amendments submitted by the chairman of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs [Mr. Benson] 
were reported by a committee, and were entitled 
to send oieciedly in the same position in which 
they would have stood if they had been reported 
by the Committee of Ways and Means as a part 
of the bill. . When the Committee of Ways and 
Means reported these estimates back tothe House 
of Representatives, and had them referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, | suppose they ex- 
pected a report; but when the Committee on 
Naval Affairs attempted to discharge their duty, 
and place these provisions where they would have 
been, if left with the Ways and Means, gen- 
tlemen of that committee tell us that we are not 
in order. 
existing law. Well, sir, why is it less in pur- 
suance of existing law to enlarge and improve a 
navy-yard at Boston and Philadelphia, by pur- 
chasing a little and, than it is to erect buildings 
and build walls in the navy-yards, which the 
Committee of Ways and Means have provided 
for in the bill? 

Mr. PHELPS. 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is very difficult for the 
Chair to tell what application the gentleman from 
Virginia will make of his remarks to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I merely rose to a question 
of order, because I thought the gentleman from 
Virginia was about to administer a rebuke to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs for their remissness 
in not reporting these appropriations in a sepa- 
rate bill. [Laughter. 

Mr. BOCOCK. The Committee of Ways and 
Means, of which my friend from Missouri is a 
member, had these estimates referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs; and when the Committee 
on Naval Affairs undertakes to report the pro- 
visions for the appropriations as amendments to 
this bill, the gentleman from Missouri is the very 
man who objects. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will merely say to my friend 
from Virginia, that the Committee of Ways and 
Means had the estimates referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs for the purpose of giving 


that committee ay opportunity of providing for || 


them in a separate bill. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Whyis it that the Committee 
of Ways and Means can pubtheir appropriations 
on the geueral appropriation bills whatever they 
are, but when the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to whom the same subjects have been referred, 
wish to do the same thing, they are told that they 
must take their chances in a separate bill? Iask 
how it is that this Committee of Ways and Means 
sets itself up to engross all these favors? Does 
the gentleman from Missouri pretend to say, that 
if the Committee of Ways and Means had taken 
charge of these estimates themselves, and had 
believed the acemeenneem proper, they would, 
instead of including them in the appropriation 
bill, have brought them forward in a separate 
bill? Why should the Committee on Naval 
be required to do so? We wish to embark these 


little areceneneens in the broad bottom of the | 
— appropriation bill; but the gentleman from | 
issouri and the Committee of Ways and Means | 


tell us they claim the whole occupancy of that, 
and that we must launch our separate little barks 
to take their chances upon the stormy waters of 
this uncertain House. Now, sir, if you willlook 
into that bill you will find that most of the items in 
ii are precisely of the same character as those 
reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs for 
the improvement of the navy-yards at Boston, 
Philadelphia, and Norfolk. “What I ask is, that 
the same rule which has been applied to the 
Committee of Ways and Means shall be applied 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr.LETCHER. I withdraw my amendment. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
of making a remark in reply to the gentleman 


vant Say it is not in pursuance of 


I must rise to a question of 


ffairs | 


| by the Committee of 





a) | 
For the purpose | 


quite enough said, during the present session, in 


| regard to the disposition of the Committee of 


Ways and Means to absorb all the business of 
legislation. 

Mr. KNOX. I rise to a question of order. I 
insist that the gentleman shall confine himself to 
the discussion of the amendment under consider- 
ation. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is very difficult for the 
Chair to determine what application the gentle- 
man may make of his remarks just now. The 
Chair thinks the remarks of the gentleman just 
now are a little foreign to the amendment under 
consideration. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I do not wish to proceed 
out of order. My object was to vindicate the 
Committee of Ways and Means from the charges 
which have been preferred against them. The 


| Committee of Ways and Means, after a careful 


examination of the estimates which were sent 
to them by the House, discovered that there were 
certain items which were not necessary for car- 
rying out existing laws, and were not, therefore, 
proper to be inserted in the appropriation bill. 
That committee, therefore, directed their chair- 
man to report back to the House the estimates, 


| with the recommendation that they be referred 


to the Committee on Naval Affairs, in order that 
that committee might mature and perfect a bill 
providing for them, bring it before the House, 


, and have it acted wpon in the way pointed out 


by the rules. Now, sir, if this committee has 
failed to discharge its duties properly—and I do 
not stand here to say that it has—I ask whether 


| the charge which the gentleman from Virginia 
| has preferred against the Committee of Ways 


and Means, charging them with the responsibul- 
ity, isa proper one? It is now asked that this 


| House should stultify its own action in order 
that the Committee on Naval Affairs may relieve 
| themselves from responsibility. 


Sir, the same thing was said the other day b 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, (Mr. Quirman.] Early in the present ses- 
sion a recommendation was sent to the House by 


| the President for an appropriation of $3,000,000 
; to Improve yourarms. 
| and Means were then charged, as now, with a 
| disposition to absorb all the business of the House. 
| The estimate was then sent to the Committee on 
| Military Affairs; but, so far as 1 am aware, that 
|; committee has not reported any bill upon the 
i subject; at least no bill has been acted on. 
r 
I 


The Committee of Ways 


he Committee of Ways and Means have en- 
deavored, so far as it was in its power, to get rid 


| of every one of the estimates and recommenda- 
| tions not clearly necessary to carry out existing 
laws. 


It has endeavored to clear itself of any- 
thing like independent legislative power. 
Mr. BENSON. It is well known that some 


| months since, seer ees after the organization of 


the House, the genera appropriation bills were 


It is well known that Mondays are resolution 
days, and that Fridays and Saturdays are set 


| apart for the consideration of private business. 
iy 


he matters to which the gentleman has alluded 


| were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 


in order that they might be considered; and it 


| was supposed, when acted on, if recommended, 


they were to be sent to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. It seems, however, that the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs misapprehended what was 
expected from them by the Comunities of Ways 
ang Means. No intimation was given b the 
Ways and Means Committee that these subjects 
were to be presented in a bill from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, nor has that course been here- 
tofore pursued. The Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs were of the opinion that, when they had 


examined and recommended these appropriations, 


which was done, they would be taken in charge 
aysand Means, and there 
would be some chance of their passage throu, 


gh 
| the House under the special order relating to the 
| appropriation bills. 


r. CAMPBELL. I have no doubt, if the 
gentleman had ‘reported and carried through 
Congress a law authorizing these appropriations, 
that the Committee of Ways and Means would 


from Virginia, (Mr. Becocx,} 1 move to increase || have reported them in this bill. The Committee 


the appropriation §600. 


|| of Ways and Means does not see that it has any 


NAL GLOBE. 





| made the special order for Tuesday, Wednesday, | 
| and Thursday of every week until disposed of. 


| ized by law. 


| terrupted, that it was supposed by the 
on Naval Affairs, that the object was 


| expression in all kindness, the duty 


August 7, 


to recommend appropriations UNnautho, 


I was remarking, when hi 
Committer 
to transfer 
tO Use the 


belonging to that committee—that the ae 
of Ways and Means desired the opinion of a 
Committee on Naval Affairs on the subjects : 
ferred. . . = 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will suggest a 
point. After the bill for the le islatiee;encne 
and judicial expenses of the Government wag 5». 
ported,an act was passed increasing the numbe, 
| of the officers of the Court of Claims; and a 

the bill was pending the Committee of Waysand 
Means altered the appropriation so as to make jt 
conform to the requirements of the law. And just 
so, 1 doubt not, the Committee of Ways ‘and 
Means would have acted had the Committee oy 
Naval Affairs reported and Congress passed a lay 
| authorizing these oe Without such 
law, we have no authority to report them, Tha 
is the only excuse the Committee of Ways anj 
Means have to tender the Committee on Nay, 
| Affairs. 

Mr. BENSON. The only excuse the Cop. 
mittee on Naval Affairs have for not presentips 
| a bill, in addition to what I have already said, is 
that they did not suppose, with the appropriation 
of the trme of the nase to the special order, if 
they had reported a bill, that it would be acted op 
at this session. But after the demonstration this 
| morning, I give notice 1 will, on Monday next, 
| ask to report a bill embracing these projects, 

Mr. CAMPBELL withdrew his amendment, 

Mr. CADWALADER. I move to amend} 
increasing the appropriation $100. Mr. Chair. 
man, I move this amendment for the purpose of 
announcing that there is a strong reason ty 


Mr. BENSON, 


the responsibility, if I may be allowed 


on Monday next, unanimous consent should he 
given to the intended .application of the gentle. 
man from Maine [Mr. eweca for leave to 
report the bill of which he has given notice, | 
trust, that on that day the House will also give 
a unanimdus consent to the consideration of the 
bill. The navy-yard at Philadelphia is the only 
one which, in time of hostilities with any great 
maritime Power, affords a secure shelfer for the 
construction of ships of war for the Government. 
That exposure to the assaults of armed vessels 
of the enemy, which at other points is invited by 
the construction of ships of war, will not be in- 
curred here. This navy-yard is not of one fifth 
of the average extensional area of the navy-yaris 
|of our country. The length of the water front, 
moreover, is not more than about one fifth of the 
| average extension of their water fronts. Inshori, 
the navy-yard is unusually small, where one of 
naviuniie large dimensions would be desirable. 
| The object of the bill is to obtain a small addition 
| of only about five acres of adjacent land, which 
will not add more than about one hundred and 
sixty-one feet to the present river front. This is 
an.inadequate addition; but it is all that is, or 
will ever be, procurable. A year or two henee it 
may be impossible to secure it at all. Buildings 
already, in every direction, crowd closely on the 
navy-yard. The present space is so scanty, thet 
a large nman-of-war steamer, such as the Wabash, 
or the Susquehanna, cannot be constructed and 
take in her machinery without overlaying pr- 
vate paar after she is launched. If the pro- 
posed addition should not be made, the rapidity 
of improvement in the neighborhood will soon 
render it impossible to use even that precatt 
ous privilege. At present there is not space 
on the river front for more than two ships to be 
moored at the yard at once. Vessels of war are 
often compelled for this reason to use the rivet 
front of adjacent or neighboring land. There has 
hitherto been no space for the construction of 
slips or docks for the protection of the public 
| vessels. The vessels have remained exposed 
ice and other obstructions, against which they 
may be ee if the proposed addition can be 
obtained. te 
| In order to show that there is nothing imag!” 








ary in these evils—to show their practical char 
| acter by a single example—I may add, that the 
| receiving ship, to which the recruits for the nay 

| service are temporarily taken, is moored for wit 
_ ter quarters at a private dock described in papers 
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~~ ng the files of the Naval Committee, as ‘‘ al- 
ee wholly out of the jurisdiction of the navy- | 
per One of these papers states in effect that, | 
rors the United States are thus subjected to | 
eli which ought to be saved in a navy-yard | 
os Government, the recruits are exposed to | 
“Jycements to desertion, and other temptations, || 
eae which great evils to the naval service may || 
> } 
way nothing of the usefulness of this navy- | 
yard as & place for the construction of war steam- | 
“»s. from its immediate proximity to iron found- | 
, ries of well-known excellence, whose advantages 
in the abundant local supply of iron and of fuel | 
are equally well known. say nothing of the 


EE 
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|} man from Virginia. 


wady supply of machinery always at hand, || 


and of other local considerations in favor of this 
navy-yard. ‘ ; ; 
ations of a general character, interesting alike 
‘o the whole nation. I thank the House for the 
aitention they have given to remarks which, 
though perhaps not strictly in order, are not in- 
appropriate to a subject which has engaged a 
part of our attention this morning. 
* Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I insist that gentle- 
men shall confine their remarks to the amend- 
ment under consideration. I give notice that I | 
shall hereafter object to all irrelevant speeches. 

The question was taken on Mr. CapwALavEr’s 
amendment; and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. MILLSON. 


ment: 


For continuing ship-house No. 48, at Norfolk navy-yard, 
£30,000. 


Mr. Chairman, it will be perceived that I have | 


drawn the amendment so as to avoid the point of || 


order raised just now. I have drawn it in this | 
form, not for the purpose of evading the ques- 
tion, for in point of fact the appropriation is 
designed for continuing rather than for com- | 
: : poe 
mencing it. ‘The building in question is already 
erected. The new steamer lately launched from | 
the Gosport navy-yard was required to be speed- | 
ily built, and a temporary building was erected. | 
It is to provide for converting that temporary | 
building into a permanent building, that my col- | 
league offered the amendment, which, on account 
of the use of the word ** commencing,’’ was held | 
to be out of order. 
_ But, sir, I will send to the Clerk’s desk to be | 
read, an explanation from the Department, show- 
ing that the building has already been erected, | 
and that the object of the appropriation is to make 
it permanent. 
he explanation was read, and is as follows: 
“ A temporary shed has recently been erected upon this 
site for the protection of the steam frigate now building, 
and being only for an urgent occasion, it was not con- 
structed in @ manner to justify a further dependence upon | 
its use after this ship should lave been launched. 
“ The importance of this site for building large ships must 
be considered paramount to any other at present available 
on the yard, and demands a large and permanent houre to | 
cover it. { would therefore recommend that an appropri- 


. - ee | 
ation be asked for to commence this building and to obtain | 
materials, of $30,000.°? 


| 
| 





Mr. MILLSON. This building has already 
been commenced—that is to say, the temporary | 
building was erected last year, and the object of 
this appropriation is to continue the work so as 
to convert it into a permanent building. This 
appropriation is not asked for by me. It is 
one of the regular estimates of the Department, 
and the committee will find it in the returns 
of the Secretary of the Navy; bupit was omitted | 
by the committee at the time, on account of their | 
hot having received full returns of the whole cost, | 
which is now estimated at $77,000. 

The committee has decided, improperly, I think, | 
that if the appropriation was for the commence- | 
ment of a building, it would not be in order; but | 
when it is for the continuation of a work already | 
commenced, it is as much in order as an appro- | 
pation for a custom-house would be, after a law | 
ad passed for the purchase of a site on which | 
to erect one. No new law is required for the | 
construction of a building after the land has been | 
ceded to the Government under a previous law, 

» here, the navy-yard having been established 
and located for the pases of receiving this and 
other necessary paisinge the appropriation now | 
bap for being simply to erect one of these | 
ee it is entirely a different case from that | 

decided by the Chair, in reference to an appro- | 
Priation for the purchase of additional land. 


} 
} 
j 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


I offer the following amend- || 


/ | ably ‘spoken in favor of his amendment, but he || 
I have confined myself to consider- | 


the existing law; and secondly, by a misappre- 


| the 81st rule, which says: 


| determine. 





————$__ eee 











I make this explanation, for, in the first place, || 


charts. lt therefore changes the existing law, 
the amendment was prejudiced by a misappre- | and is out of order. 
hension of the point of order as to its changing Mr. STRANAHAN offered the following 


amendment, to come in after line two hundred 


hension of the committee as to the appropriation |) and two: 


being designed forthe commencement, rather than 
the continuation, of the work—it being really 
intended to provide for the continuation of a work 
already commenced. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. | raise a point of 
order, and }] beg leave to refer the Chair to a letter 
of the Secretary of the Navy, in miscellaneous 
document No. 68, in which the estimate is found 
for this very work contemplated by the gentle- 
it says: ‘“‘for commencing 
ship-house No. 48, $3,000.”" The gentleman has 


Provided, That the charts chall be sold, when com- 
pleted, and the instruments used be of American manufac- 
ture ; 


| 
| SO as to make the paragraph read: 

For printing and publishing sailing directions, hydro- 
graphical surveys, and astronomical observations, $15,000: 
Provided, &c, 

Mr. PHELPS. TIrise to a question of order 
in respect to that Know Nothing sort of an amend- 
ment. It is not germane, and not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks thatthe 
committee has a right to determine what kind 
of instruments are to be used, and decides the 
amendment in order. 

Mr. PRINGLE demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Prainete and 
Keitr were appointed, 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Srranauan] whether he 
|| desires to compel the Navy Department to sell 
| these charts, and is not willing to have them 

| given away and to be placed on board of men of 

any expenditure not previously authorized by law, unless |} war unless they be paid for? Is that his Ameri- 
in continuation of appropriations for such public works and ; 

objects as are already in progress,”? Kc. | Canim: las . 

The only duty of the Chair is to decide upon || Mr. STRANAHAN. 


the regularity of the amendment under the rule. - » CHAIRMAN. Debate is out of order 
Upon the question of fact, as to whether this ee et ' ; P 


en ee ik ‘ The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
appropriation is fora public work already in prog- || es 
‘ss, or authorized by law, it is impossible for the || *¥&S i1, noes 48. 
Fess, OF AULHOTISES OY iS Se || So the amendment was agreed to. 
Chair to decide. If there is no law authorizing || 8 


this expenditure, it is not in order: if there is such || Pending the vote, 

sexpent a sno rder: ere is such |} : bg aks wie - ; 
ee le c. || Mr. BLLLINGHURST offered the followin 
a law, it is in order, and it is for the House to || 


Wile -Kosedaadel on dckern ip in || amendment, to come in in line two hundred an 
s ame ent, as dré me 


has evaded the real point. There is no law au- 
thorizing the construction of a ship-house there. 
The point of order has already been settled by 
the Chair when the amendment was proposed by || 
the gentleman’s colleacue. iy 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided all || 


these amendments which have been offered under 


** No appropriations shall be reported in such general ap 
propriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, for 


The object is simply 


‘ats : | five: 
| order , air has to decide upon the form : sal 
( es and Le Chair has to decide upe i || In settling the accounts of Lieutenant J. M. Gilliss, sub- 
ot the amendment. }} sequent to Septeimnher, 1855. the accounting officers of the 
| 


The amendment was not agreed to. Treasury are hereby directed to pay him, while in charge 


: ae TrretT Raed she | ia of that expedition, and preparing its results for publication, 
Mr. BILLINGHURST off mn d the follow ing |} at the rate fixed by the act making appropriations for the 
amendment to the appropriation for printing 


\ || naval service, approved March 3, 1851. 
hydrographical surveys, &c.: | Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of order. 
In settling the accounts of Lieutenant J. M. Gilliss sub- || 


sequent to the September, 1855, the accounting offi- | That ame ndment is not germane to the bill. 

cers of the Treasury are hereby directed to pay him, while | Mr. BILLINGHURS r. I have changed the 

preparing the astronomical and other observations made in |} amendment to meet the objection which the Chair 

Chili, at the rate fixed by the act making apprepriations for || made a moment ago. Il have followed, in the 

the naval service, approved March 3, 1851. || amendment as it now stands, the language of the 
Mr. LETCHER. I raise a point of order upon || law, and I apprehend it is in order. 

that amendment. || Mr. FLORENCE. Oh! that is clearly legis- 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the |} lation which it is not proper to insert in an ap- 

point of order, and decides the amendment out of | propriation bill. 

order. The CHAIRMAN. The 
Mr. BILLINGHURST. Let me call the atten- || amendment is not in order. 


tion of the Chair to the existing law. || Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania, under 

Mr. LETCHER. . { object to any debate. instructions of the Committee of Ways and 
, Mr. BILLINGHURST. The Chair is clearly || Means, moved to reduce the appropriation to 
in Ceror. || $25,732 66, in the following clause: 

’ Y ‘ $ ° i 
| The eo The Chair will hear the For preparing for publication the American Nautical 
aw on the su yyect. || Almanac, $26,880. 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. The law of 1851 || The amendment was agreed to. 
directs that the superintendent of the naval astro- | Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, under instructions 
nomical expedition to Chili—as directed by the | ; 

‘ ’ ta Axa from the Committee of Ways and Means, moved 
act of August 3, 1848—shall receive the same | so aiid: at the end of thé bit the following eddi+ 
amount of salary as is allowed to the superin- ia - id m9 _ pos 5 
tendent of the naval observatory at Washington, | vane sa . — ee 

ile j . 2 @ aditi ide | Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, vat out of the 8 
while in caren - the Sree, | her || Of $31,500 appropriated by the act making appropriations 
the bay and emoluments of said office shall not | for the naval service for the year ending June 30, 1856, ap- 

| 





Chair thinks «the 





exceed in any one year the sum of $3,000. || proved March 3, 1855, for contingencies of the marine 
Till State , corps, there be allowed and paid any expenses whic 3 
Yow, Mr. Chairman, I will state that that law corps, aoe land | : 7 phe am 
2 sante Whi yeen incurred for the purpose of introducing gi - 
remains on the statute-book. Lieutenant Gilliss ters, hospital, headquarters, and for lighting the same. 
was appointed in 1848, and has continued in 
charge of the expedition, and has been allowed | 
his salary, at the rate of $3,000 a year, to the Sth | 
September, 1855. There has been no change of 
that law. It is only by the arbitrary decision of 
the Secretary of the Navy that his pay has heen 
reduced to $1,200 per year. The amendment is 





The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I now move that the 
committee rise and report the bill to the House, 

The motion wasagreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. Jones, of Tennessee) having ~<a 
the Chair, Mr. Ricuarpsow reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
the bill of the House (No. 189) making appro- 
priations for the naval service for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1857, and had instructed him 
to report the same to the House with sundry 
amendments, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, called for the pre- 
vious question on the bill. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

By unanimous consent, the amendments were 


clearly in orde7, because it is in pursuance of ex- | 
isting law, and simply directs the Auditor of the | 
Treasury to settle with him, in pursuance of this | 
law, instead of obeying the mandate of the Sec- | 
retary of the Navy, which I regard as being | 
without law. It is for the purpose of showing 
that that decision of the Secretary of the Navy is 
unlawful, and that Lieutenant Gilliss must be con- 
tinued in the receipt of his salary. 

The CHAIRMAN. The objection to the 
amendment is, that it changes the law to which | 
the gentleman refers. That directs the pay to be | 
$3,000 while on the expedition. The amendment ‘| 
proposes that it shall be paid while preparing the || 
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read over, and those to which no objection was 
made were agreed to en masse. , 

The ninth amendment, on which a separate 
vote had been asked, was then reported, as fol- 
lows: ; 

After: “ For printing and publishing sailing directions, 
hydographical surveys, and astronoinical observations, 
$15,000,” add these words : 

Provided, That the charts shall be sold when completed, 
and the instruments used be of American manufacture. 

Mr. SAPP called for tellers on the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kesrr and 
W oopwortu were appointed. 

The question was put; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 62 

Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 76, nays 62; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Ball, Barbour, Benson, Bliss, 
Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chat 
fee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, Dodd, 
Durtee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, 
Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Hor 
ton, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Mat 
teson, McCarty, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, 


Norton, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, |} 


Porter, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Ready, Roberts, Sabin, 
Sapp, Sherman, Sneed, Stanton, Stranahan, Todd, Trafion, 
Valk, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, 
Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicoffer—76. 
NAYS—Measrs. Aiken, Hendley 5. Bennett, Billinghurst, 
Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, John P. 
Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Willigmson R. W. Cobb, 
Crawford, Henry Winter Davis, Dunn, Elliott, Etheridge, 
Evans, Florence, Foster, Goode, Greenwood, J. Mornson 
Harris, Haven, Hickman, Houston, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Mace, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, 
MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mott, Phelps, Powell, 


Smith, Spinner, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, Trippe, 


Watkins, Wells, Williams, Danie! B. Wright, and John V. || 


Wright—fi2. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I call for the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be now put; and under 
the operation thereof the bill was passed. 


Mr. CAMPBELL moved to reconsider the | 


vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. ° 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. : 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


Assury Dickxtys, their Secretary, informing the || 


Housé that the Senate had passed a resolution 
and bills of that body, of the following titles: 

A resolution relative to the building for a 
custom-house and post office at Toledo, Ohio; 

An act for continuing and completing the im- 
provement of Red river, at the raft; 

An act for the construction of a steam dredge 

° ° o 

for Lake Michigan, 

An act to continue the improvement of the 
Illinois river; 

An act for the improvement of the harbor of 
peck, in the State of Florida; 

An act for the improvement of the harbor of 
Charleston, South Carolina; 

An act to provide for the protection of Cape 
Cod harbor, Massachusetts; 

Ai set making further appropriation for the 
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An act to remove obstructions in the Bayou la 
Fourche, Louisiana; 


Choctaw Pass, and the Lower Fleet; 


the children of Thomas Fitzgerald; 


harbor of Providence, Rhode Island; and 


Mary’s rivers, Florida. ‘ \ 
Also that the Senate had passed the following 
bills of the House: 


Weatherford; and 
An act for the relief of Bridget Maher. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


truly enrolled bills of the following titles, when 
| the Speaker signed the same: 


Weatherford; 

An act for the relief of Bridget Maher; 

An act to amend the charter of Georgetown, in 
the District of Columbia; 


An act to incorporate the Columbia Library of || 


| Capitol Hill, in the city of Washington; and 
| An act to establish a library for young men in 
the District of Columbia. 


MAHAMET CARRAMALLY. 


Mr. EVANS, by unanimous consent, intro- | 
|| duced the following resolution; which was read, | 
Quitman, Ritchie, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Shorter, William 


| considered, and agreed to: 


| mally, in the Departinents of State and Navy, from the date 
of his connection with this Government to this date. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Iamove the usual 


| resolution, that debate in the Committee of the | 
| Whole on the state of the Union on the bill making | 

appropriations for certain civil expenses of the | 
| Government, for the year ending the 30th of June, | 
1857, be closed within five minutes after its con- | 


sideration shall be again resumed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the rules be 


| suspended, and the House resolve itself into the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


| Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
| Committce of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


| (Mr. Grow in the chair,) and resumed the cone! 


| sideration of the bill making approprittions for 
certain civil expenses of the Government, for the 
| year ending the 30th of June, 1857. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, offered the follow- 


| ing amendment, recommended by the Committee | 


of Ways and Means, to come in after the clause 
making appropriation for continuing the con- 
struction of the light-house on Minot’s Ledge: 
For restoring, bracing, and repairing injuries to the iron 
| serew pile light-house on the Brandywine shore, caused by 


the breaking up of the ice in the Delaware river and bay, 
$7,350 03. 





improvement of the Cape Fear river, North Car- 


olina; 

An act providing for the survey of Atchafalaya 
bay and approaches; 

An act providing for the survey of the falls of 
Red river, at or near Alexandria; 

An act giving to Joshua Kirby the right to 
enter the land covered by the life reserve of John 
McNary under the Cherokee treaties of 1817 and 
1819; 

An act to provide for improving the harbor of 
Georgetown, District of Columbia; 

An act making appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the channel at Hell Gate, East river, in 
the State of New York; 

An act for constructing a military road from a 


point opposite to El Paso, on the Rio Grande, || 


to Fort Yuma, at the mouth of the Gila river, 
and for establishing military posts thereupon; 


coast of Maine and Massachusetts, in Long Island sound, 





bays, $41,874. 

For restoring lost moorings and repairing injuries to light- 
vessels, by the breaking up of the ice, in Vineyard sound, 
and Boston and Chesapeake bays, $14,727 54. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. EUSTIS. At this point, I desire to offer 
the following amendment: 


For the erection of a boarding station at Pass & 1’ Outre, 
in Louisiana, $12,000. 
I send to the Clerk’s desk, that it may be read, 
a letter from the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
| addressed to the Committee on Finance in the 
Senate, in order to show that this amendment 
stands precisely upon the same footing as the 
other appropriations in this bill. 
| The letter was read, and is as follows: 
TREASURY DepaRTMENT, “April 29, 1856. 


| Ihave the honor to state, that the State of Louisiana has 
| donated to the United States twenty acres of land at Pass 


| & POutre, for the purpose of erecting and establishing | 


| thereon a boarding station. I have also 


-An act for continuing the improvement of the | 


: | procuring survey and location of the site 
harbor of Mobile, Alabama, at Dog river bar,:| 


An act for the relief of Lucy Fitzgerald, and || I have respectfully to suggest the propriety of a 


An act for continuing the improvement of the | 


An act for continuing the improvement of the | 
inland passage between the St. John’s and St. || 


An act granting a pension to Ansel Wilkinson; || 
An act to continue the pension of Mrs. Nancy || 


|| Secretary of the Treasury that a valid and unin 


Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled | 
Bills, reported that they had examined and found | 


An act to continue the pension of Mrs. Nancy | 


| vious law. 





Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- | 
cate to the House all the correspondence, and other papers, | 
| conventions, &c., relative to the claim of Mahamet Carra- || 








For restoring and repairing beacons, buoys, and spindles, || 
destroyed or injured by the breaking up of the ice on the | 





and in Newark, New York, Delaware, and Chesapeake | 


Au 

a 
caused estj 
kout and build 
penses MCurred jn 
»8mMount to ne 
aVipg this Station 
ISULNg Withor 


of the cost of erecting the necessary loo 
to be made, which, together with the ex 


$12,000. In view of the necessity of h 
and of the great inconveniences now ex at one’ 
One, 


the above amount for the purposes specified. ~PPropriating 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Tre 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
ment: 

For the purchase money, agreed by the Secretary 
Interior, to be paid on the part of the United State, 
purchase of a lot and building for the use of the 
States court, at Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsyly 
$78,000, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury ne! 


otherwise appropriated ; but said payment is not to he : 
until the Attorney General’s certificate is produced oa 
1 to the 


. ; Cumbere 
title has become vested in the United States, nbered 


Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of orde, 
That amendment is not germane to this bil]. and 
further, it is an appropriation for a matter », 
provided for by previous law. 

Mr. SIMMONS. It is provided for by pre. 


I offer the following amend. 


Of the 
for the 
United 


T not 


Mr. LETCHER. But it is not pertinent or 
germane to the light-house bill. 

Mr. SIMMONS. There is an existing |gy 
for this appropriation. ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN. 
amendment in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
of the Chair. 

Mr. MORGAN called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Lercnp, 
and Wasnsurne of Wisconsin, were appointed, 

Mr. CADWALADER. There is an existing 
law authorizing this purchase. ; 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I desire to know what 
the bill is. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itisa bill containing mis. 


: E 
The Chair rules the 


I appeal from the decision 


| cellaneous items on all subjects, 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 82, noes 29—no quorum voting. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, said: Mr. Chair. 
man, I cal] the attention of the reporters and of 
the country to the fact that there is no quorum 
here at half past two o’clock. 

The roll was then called, and the following 


| members failed to answer to their names: 


Messrs. Ajlison, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Bingham, Bliss, Bowie, Bradshaw, Brooks, 
Broom, Burlingame, Burnett, Childs, Bayard Clarke, How- 
ell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cullen, 
Davidson, Day, Denver, De Witt, Dowdell, Dunn, Eag- 
lish, Faulkner, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Galloway, Giddings, Augustus Hall, Robert B. Hall, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Herbert, Hoffman, Howard, Jewett, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kennett, Knapp, Lake, Lindley, Lumpkin, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, 
Meacham, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, Phelps, 
Reade, Ricaud, Richardson, Robbins, Robison, Sandidge, 
Scott, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Stephens, 
Stewart, Underwood, Vail, Wakeman, Warner, Watson, 
Wheeler, and Whitney. 


The committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Grow reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had had the Union generally under consideration, 
and especially House bill No. 202, and finding 
itself without a quorum, the roll had been called 
and the committee had directed him to report the 
names of the absentees to the House. ‘ 

One hundred and fifty-eight members having 
answered to their names, the House again went 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and resumed the consideration of bill 
No. 202, the question being on Mr. Lercuer’s 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

r. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. 1 desire 
simply to say, that an act of Congress passed 
last session, authorizes the purchase, and the con- 
tract has been made. ; 

Mr. PHELPS. Some gentlemen seem to dis- 
pute whether there is a law on this subject. 

The CHAIRMAN. It was stated by the get 
tleman from New York, who offered the amend: 
ment, that there was a law. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [understand that a law ex- 
ists authorizing a contract to be entered into. 

Mr. PHELPS. A contract has been made. has 
been communicated to the House and printed, and, 
on the motion of my friend from Pennsylvani®, 
{Mr. roigant has been referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 
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— WASHBURN, of Maine. I call the gen- 


deman to order. 


\Mr. PHELPS. I have here the law in question. 
The first section directs the President of the 
United States to provide the necessary accommo- 
for the courts of the United States in 
Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. 
‘ ction authorizes the President to cause to 
procured by purchase or otherwise, suitable | 
og for buildings to be used as court-houses and 
es in the’ cities of Boston, New York, 
and Philadelphia, and that he prepare, and sub- | 
mit to Congress at as early a day as practicable, 
and estimates for the same, together with 
the contract or contracts he may make for any 
+h site or sites, which contracts shall be made 
subject to the approval of Congress. In pursu- 
ance of that law a contract has been made for 
the purchase of buildings in the city of Philadel- 
plans and estimates have been submitted, 
and this is the money to be appropriated in pur- 
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suance of that law. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
Mr. SIMMONS. 
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I withdraw my appeal. 
I do not think it necessar 
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1 
| the interest on the costof it. I will state further, 
|| that from a conversation which I had with the 
|| postmaster of that city, I learned that the prop- 
erty was purchased at an exceedingly cheap rate. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I will state that the build- 
ing upon this ground cost $234,000. It is well 
located, and well suited for the purpose, and | 
presume the ground itself is worth $200,000. I 
consider it the cheapest property ever offered to 
the Government. fe 

Mr. McMULLIN. Idesire to ask the gentle- 
man from Missouri whether this building would 
not very well accommodate the post office and 
|| courts? 
|| Mr. PHELPS. I understand that it would 
||}not. And besides that, in a large city like Phil- 
|| adelphia, the noise of the continual arrival and 
departure of the mails would very much inter- 
fere with a court sitting in the same building. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, under instructions 
|| of the Committee of Ways and Means, offered 

the following amendment: 


to say anything more in reference to the amend- |} That the sum of $200,000 be, and the same is hereby 


ment than that the President and the Secretary of 
the Interior have both recommended it, and the 
Committee on the Judiciary have instructed me 


to report it. 


The anendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania, under in- 
structions of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
offered the following amendment: 


For purchase ofa lot or parcel of land, with appurtenances 
and building thereon, belonging to the Bank of Pennsyl- || 
vania, particularly referred to and described in the articles | 
of agreement bearing date July 1, 1856, for the purpose ofa 
post office in Philadelphia, $250,000: 
part of the money appropriated shall be expended for the 
purpose aforesaid until the Attorney General of the United 
States shall have given his opinion in favor of the validity 
of the title to such lot or parcel of land; and for the pur- 
pose of making the alterations required in the building 
hereby authorized to be purchased of the Bank of Pennsyl- 
vania to adapt it to’ the use of the post office in the city of 
Philadelphia, and to furnish the necessary cases and boxes 


for the same, $o0,000. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I will state briefly that the’) 
President has entered into a contract for the pur- 
chase of this land under the provisions of law. 

I do not know whether I 
understand this case. I desire to ask what is the 
purpose of this building ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
office of the city of Philadelphia. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 


Mr. McMULLIN. 


i 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


not yet ratified it. 


Mr. PHELPS. This matter is susceptible of | 
a very brief explanation. 
in relation to it. The a 
suance of existing law. 


Provided, That no | 


For the use of the post 


Will it not also accom- 
modate the business of the United States courts. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. This whole matter has 
been referred to the President of the United States, 
and Edward Clarke, the architect of the Patent 
Office, has made a report upon the subject, which 
may be found in executive document No. 
The entire details of the matter may be found 
there, and I hope the gentleman from Virginia 
willrefer to it. He states that the sum for which 
it was purchased is a moderate one. 

Mr. McMULLIN. The practice has grown 
up of constructing buildings by the United States 
Government for the purpose of beautifying some 
of the cities, at very great expense. 
time that this practice was stopped. 
know whether this building is not large enough, 
or whether it could not be enlarged, so as to ac- 
commodate the court-house and post office both. 


I will say to the gentle- 
man from Virginia, that the architect recommends 
the plan which has been adopted as the most 
economical; and further, that the contract has been 
entered into for the building, and the Govern- 
ment is bound by it. 
Mr. McMULLIN. 


1 think it is | 
1 wish to 


-MUI The-contract is subject 
to the ratification of Congress before it can be 


binding upon the Government, and Congress have 


There is no 
riation is in 
w authorize 


appropriated to enable the President to procure, and pay 
for, asite fora building for the accommodation of the United 
States courts in the city of Baltimore, and to erect thereon 
|| & fire-proof building for such purpose, on such plan as the 
t President may appreve : Prorded, That no part of the money 
| 
| 





shail be applied forthe erection of such building until a 
contract shall be concluded with responsible parties, on 
detailed plans and estimates, to erect such building accord 
ing to such plans and estimates, and to deliver the same to 
the United States, within the sum hereby appropriated, after 
|| paying therefrom for the land contracted for by the Presi 


|| dent, under authority of law, for such building. 
| 


Mr. D. said: This amendment is to carry into 
|| execution a law passed at the last session of the 
last Congress, authorizing the President to pro- 
| cure a site for the erection of a court-house in the 
city of Baltimore. The site has been already 
contracted for by the Government, and the object 
of the amendment is to place inthe hands of the 
|| President the money to pay for the site, and the 
construction of the building thereon. 
| Mr. McMULLIN. Is therea post office build- 
\| ing in Baltimore constructed by the Government? 
Mr. DAVIS. No, sir. 7 
Mr. McMULLIN. I move to amend the 
|| amendment by adding after the word ‘ court- 
|| house,’’ the words, ‘* and post office.”’ 
Mr. DAVIS. Ifthe gentleman will allow me 
| I will say that the same law provided for pro- 
| curing a site for a post office, but there is some 
}| difficulty about the matter. 
|| Mr. MeMULLIN. My object is to arrest the 
| growing policy in this country of building in every 
city and town separate and costly buildings for 
| court-houses, custom-houses, and post offices. I 
1 hold it to be right and proper, where the Govern- 
|| mént is called on to build court-houses, and post 
|| offices, and custom-houses, that there should be 
one building constructed to accommodate them 
ail. Noman can tell, unless we put a stop to it 
| now, to what extent this extravagance will go. 
| There is just as much justice in erecting a court- 
| house and a post office in every district of the 
|| country as there is for their erection in either 
|| Boston or Baltimore. The constituents of gentle- 
| men here who represent rural districts are forced 
| to contribute these large sums of money to beau- 
| tify and adorn the cities and towns. If the sys- 
| tem is to continue, then deal out the same favors 
| to the rural districts as are dealt to the cities and 
‘| towns. I hold that it is time that this kind of 
| legislatior was arrested. It is demonstrable that 
| one building will comfortably accommodate the 
\| custom-house, and the post office, and the court- 
|| house. Perhaps, in a large city like New York, 
| separate buildings may be required. In the city 
| of Baltimore it seems to me that one building 
1 ought to accommodate them all. 
i 
' 


Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. If lam not mis- 
|| taken, there was passed by the last Congress 
|a proposition for the “erection of a court-house 


ifficulty || in Alexandria, Virginia. I would like to know 
ur- 


| whether the gentleman voted for that court-house? 


|| Mr. McMULLIN. I am inclined to think I 


President to provide a suitable building to accom- || voted against it; but I do not know certainly. 


modate the post office in Philadelphia. 
State that there are at present over a hundred 
persons employed at that office, including mail 
carriers as well as clerks. 


inconvenient, and the United States Government || ceeding of building separate buildings in Balti- || uance of appropriations for such publie works as 


The present site is 


|| My pointis this: if we are called on to build court- 
|| houses in the different cities of the Union, Al- 
|| exandria is as much entitled to one as is the city 
| of Baltimore. I ask the House to arrest this pro- 


have to pay more for the rent of the building than || more when one building will answer all the re- 
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quired purposes. I ask the gentleman to accent 
my amendment. If it is not accepted I hope his 
amendment will be voted down. 

The question was taken on Mr. MeMunur’s 
amendment; and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move to strike 
out ** two hundred’’ and insert ** one hundred and 
fifty ;’’ and I do so to inquire whether, under exist- 
ing law, the President was not authorized to seleet 
and purchase a site in Baltimore for a custom- 
house, court-room, and post iflice; and whether 


selected, and 
propositions made for its purchase for these pur- 


Oses fr 


Mr. DAVIS. The law authorized 0 


he Presi 


; : 
under that law, a site has not | 


dent to purchase Aa site, or sits his discretion, 
for a court-house and fora post office. He has 
selected a site, for which the amendment contem- 
plates payment, for a court-house. [) ia adjacent 
to the court-house now used by the State of 
Maryland, in the city of Baltimore. It is in the 
midst of the legal community, and more conve- 
nient for the purpose « f justice than any other 
place in the cily. He has likewise contracted 
for a place for a post office in ai rothe rp rrtion 
of the city. It is intended to accommodate an 
other class of the community. About the loca- 


tion of this building there is a dispute,into which 
Ido not care to enter atthis time. The President 
has contracted for the site for the court-house. 
There is no difficulty about the erection of the 
building. Lask, in my amendment, for the re- 
quisite means to carry the law of the last session 
into execution. 

Mr. JONES. I supposed that the site selected 
by the President, under a law passed at the last 


Congess, was sufficient and well located for the 
purposes required by the Government for a build- 
ing in that city. I thought the Exchange build- 
ing had been selected and bargained for, and 


that it would afford sufficiént room, if the site 
were built on, for the purposes of a custom-house, 
court-room, and post office. 

Mr. DAVIS. The President has virtually de- 
cided that by contracting for the Exchange prop- 
erty for the post office alone. ‘The property 
undoubtedly is not, and cannot be made, large 
enough to accommodate the custom-house, court- 
room, and post office. It would be entirely out 
of the way of the legal community, and the most 
inconvenient portion of the city to which law- 
yers could be carried. The President has de- 
cided wisely in fixing the court elsewhere, and 
his action ts concurred in by the legal gentlemen 
of the city, Chief Justice Tan y included. 

Mi. JONES, by unanimous consent, withdrew 
his amendment. 

The question was taken on Mr. Davis’s amend- 
ment; and it was adopted. 


Mr. WASHBUBNE, of Illinois. I offer the 
following amendment: 

Por the completion of the marine hospitals at St. Marks, 
Florida, and Galena, Ulinois: 

For St. Marks, $17,000. 

For Galena, $25,000. 

I have been instructed by the Committee on 
Commerce to present the amendment. It ig in 
accordance with the estimates of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

an 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. TYSON. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

For such suitable works of sculpture, or other artistical 
embellishment, as may be ordered and approved by the 
Joint Committee on the Library to be placed in either 
wing of the extended Capitol, when ready for their recep- 
tion, $20,000. 


Mr.MACE. That amendment is notin order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania if there is any law 
authorizing the purchase of these things? 

Mr. TYSON. I believe there is no law. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the Chair sustains 
the point of order, and rules the amendment not 
in order. 

Mr. TYSON. This appropriation is recom- 
mended by the Joint Committee on the Library, 
and it is connected with the Capitol extension 

| The CHAIRMAN. Under the rule, no appro- 
priation is in order as an amendment to a gen- 
eral appropriation bill for any expenditure not 


| previously authorized by law, unless in contin- 


| are always in progress. 
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Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. Butthis 
ig a miscellaneous bill, and [ imagine that the 
amendment is in order to sucha bill. There is | 
a provision of law for the erection of new build- 
ings for the accommodation, in part, of the library 
for which this appropriation is asked to enable 
them to fit up the new library rooms. 

It is not necessary to have a separate law for 
the erection of every stairway or railing. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair rules that this 
is not fora work authorized by an existing law, 
or for carrying on works already commenced. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 

The question being, ‘Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ 
it was put; and decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to strike 
out the following clause of the bill: 


For filling up and grading the grounds belonging to the 
custom-house building at Norfolk, Virginia, $1,000. 

I offer that amendment for the reason that the 
appropriation is provided for in the deficiency bill. 

lhe motion was agreed to. 

The following clause being under considera- 
tion— 

For completing the marine hospital at Evansville, In 
diana, $4,341 73, 

Mr. MILLER, of Indiana, moved to amend 
the same by striking out ** $4,341 73,’’ and in- 
serting in lieu thereof ‘* $10,000, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary therefor.”’ 

Mr. M. said: 1 understand that, for the pur- 
pose of completing this building, something more 
18 required than is contained in the bill—perhaps 
$10,000. The gentleman who has charge of that 
institution has written me that it will require 
about $10,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The following clause being under considera- 
tion— 


For the continuation of the custom-house at New Or- 
Jeans, Louisiana, $300,000, 


Mr. BALL offered the following amendment: 

Provided, ‘That it shall not be lawful, after the 15th day 
of November, 1856, for any officer in commission in the 
military service of the United States to have charge of, or 
to be employed as assistant superintendent or architect in, 
the construction of the building for which this appropriation 
is made, nor for any other custom-house, or marine hos- 
pital, mint, post office, court-house, Capitol extension, or 
any other public building, except such as pertain to the 
military defense of the United States : .4nd provided further, | 
That trom and after the said 15th day of November, 1856, 
the general supervision of the construction of the Capitol 
and Post Office extension shall be transferred from the Sec- 
retary of War to the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. [ raise a ques- 
tion of order upon that amendment. It is a legis- | 
lative provision changing the existing law, and 
therefore not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire 
of the gentleman from Ohio, whether there is any | 
law providing that the public buildings shall be 
under the supervision of military officers? 

Mr. BALL. There is no law for it. It arises 
outof an arbitrary exercise of power by the See- 
retary of War. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair then rules the 
amendment in order, upon the ground that the 
committee may put such restrictions upon an 
appropriation as they think proper. 

Mr. BALL. I do not intend to occupy the 
House but a very few moments, for I have dis- 
cussed the amendment heretofore. But here is a 
document which was this morning laid upon the | 
Speaker’s table, emanating from the War De- 
partment, detailing additional information to that 
which we before had. I piopose to call the at- 
tention of the House to only two or three items, 
for we have as yet only a small portion of the 
information we have called for, but there is suffi- 
cient here to exbibit to this House the manner | 
in which these buildings are carried on, and the 
eXtravagant manner in which this money has 
been expended. 

Mr. CADWALADER. I raise a point of 
order, that the discussion is not pertinent to the 
subject before the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. 

Mr. BALL. [I refer, then, to this document | 
laid on our table this morning, in reference to the | 
extenmion of this Gapitel; and | enll the nttention 


i 
| 
| 
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| 


| 
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| of the committee to the fact that, under the con- 
| 
| by Mr. Thomas U. Walter. 
ferred to the War Department, and placed under 
| military superintendence, a specific contract was 
| made for the construction of the two front doors. 
| They were to cost $265 each, or $530 for the two. 
I have here the statement of the superintendent 
| in charge of this building, by which he shows to 
| this House that these two doors, which were to 
| have cost $530, are now, in consequence of the 
| changes he has made, to cost—if I have added the 
figures correctly —upwards of $47,000. This 


report exhibits another fact here: that a contract || 


| has been made, by which $8,000 have been paid 


| for a model for a door, to be placed in the corri- || 
| dor, between this Hall and the new addition— | 


$8,000 are to be paid to Randolph Rogers, for a 
plaster model, (got up in. Rome,) as a pattern to 


| make a door by for the new House of Represent- 


atives! We are further informed by Captain 
| Meigs, that the construction of this door is to cost 
$6,416—making the total cost of this inside door 
| $14,416—and that is only for the door itself. It 


does not include the cost of jambs, or sills, or | 


| lintels, or anything but that portion of the door 
which revolves on the hinges. 
There are other things called for which have 
come to my knowledge, but about which I am 
| not officially informed, showing that the changes 
in the cornices will increase the cost possibly 
to the extent of $100,000, more or less. The 


entire amount of the first appropriation for the | 


extension of the Capitol has been spent, and we 

are called upon for two or three millions of dol- 
| lars more this session, or at the next, and I do 
| not know how much more afterwards. And all 

this is exclusive of what we will be called upon 

to pay for the construction of the dome. Here 
| we find that $8,000 has been paid to Mr. Rogers 
for the pattern of this door; $7,000 each has been 
paid to Mr. Crawford for patterns by which to 
make the two front doors; $35,000 goes for models 
| for these doors, and apex on the dome, and one 
| pediment; and the other pediment, to be contract- 
ed for yet, will cost somewhere about $20,000, [ 
suppose. I call the attention of the committee 
| and of the country to the fact that the extension 
| of this Capitol, which was contracted for under 
| the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, is 
to cost, under military superintendence, just 
about twice as much as the estimated cost when 
| the original contract was made. 

To show to the committee that this whole thing 
| is to be carried on upon this same expensive 
| scale, I wilMeall attention toanother fact. Some 
time ago, when the first room finished in the 


the use of the committees, the superintendent, 
Captain Meigs, recommended it to be furnished 
with a certain description of furniture, drawings 


duly certifying them, had them deposited with 
the Clerk of this House. 
| drawings, and the prices indicated. 
| follows: one wash stand, $125; one looking glass, 


| 
| 


|| $180; one sofa, $225; two window curtains, $500; 


making in all for these articles, $3,600. This 
does not include carpeting, &c. I might detail 
many other evidences of the expensive style of 
these military operations, but the rules of the 
House precluded me from saying more. I askif 
| we have not had about enough of military super- 
intendence ? 
| Mr. CADWALADER. The remarks of the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Bau] are interesting; 
and, on a more appropriate occasion, would be 
extremely interesting. How far he may be cor- 
rect in the details which he professes to give, we, 
of course, cannot now conjecture; the document 
from which he undertakes to state them having 
at this moment only been transmitted by the 
President to the House. The general subject to 
| Ww 
| very congenial, in some respects, with his own. 
| | doubt, however, if his proposed amendment 
| would furnish the true remedy. This is no time 





|| to discuss the question profitably. Members of 


this House should, before considering such a 
question, look a little into their own consciences, 
should, at all events, study their own conduct— 
| the eondust of this and of former Gongresses— 


| 


| tract for the construction of this Capitol, made || 
Before it was trans- || 


south wing was turned over to the Speaker for | 


of which he procured, and after approving and | 


Ihave examined those | 
They are as | 


one table, $500; two book cases, $700 each, | 
$1,400; and one dozen chairs, $60 each, $720; 


hich he refers is one in which I take an interest, | 








| before they undertake to cast blame on officers 
merit, who may be only carrying out the pur 0 m= 
and motives of a great majority of the memberenr 
|| this and former Congresses. hese officers mish, 
| so far as these legislators are concerned, be th . 
| faithful and prudent servants; and yet some of ~s 
| like the gentleman from Ohio and myself, mio’ 
| disapprove of the extravagance of the system, if 
those whose views are thus carried into effect 
I would go hand in hand with my friend fron, 
| Ohio, for example, in stopping all further ap = 
| priations for the construction of the ropeeed 
| Capitol dome, I concur with him in the desir 
which he, on a former occasion, expressed ‘ 
see it stand in its present condition—a truncated 
abortion, | would say—as a memento to this 
country of her own improvidence and extraya. 
/ gance. But, sir, do other members—do Members 
_ generally—entertain this opinion? Far from jt 
How was it with the last Congress? Those mer. 
bers of it whose votes tended, directly or indirect. 
| ly, to the encouragement of such a system of ey. 
travagance, and those who have recorded their 
votes for some mE pene A favorite measure, at the 
eee session of this Congress, might well for. 
| bear to cast censure upon a talented, industrions 
faithful, and honorable public servant, who js 
| merely carrying their own system into effect. On 
| this point, we will have a practical test in the yote 
which is to be taken on the proposed expenditure 
for the dome of the Capitol. Let us see whether 
members will vote for continuing it; and let those 
who may unite with my friend from Ohio, and 
myself, in a desire to stop that expenditure, claim 
for ourselves at least the merit of consistency, 
If we do not put a stop to the bad system of con- 
structing edifices on a scale to which the train. 
| ing and experience of ordinary architects or 
| builders is not adapted, it would be a miserable 
| calculation to use the superintendence of such 
| architects, in preference to that of eminent officers 
| of the corps of engineers—officers who are edu- 
| cated at the expense of the nation for the con- 
| struction of fortifications, and other works, on 
| the largest scale, and are known to be practically, 
| as well as scientifically, conversant not merely 
| with theprinciples of architecture and engineering, 
|| but with all the economical details of their art. I 
| we are to continue to construct such edifices 
'| (which God forbid!) economy is undoubtedly con- 
| sulted in availing ourselves of their efficient aid, 
| If we try for a season the experiment of dispens- 
'|.ing with it, we will soon, probably, be taught 
| lessons which will make us glad to recur to it. 
|| No, sir; the error is not with these faithful ser- 
| vants of the Government, but with those who 
|| unadvisedly assume to be their legislative mas- 
|| ters. The tendency of the age is progressive 
towards a recklessness in expenditure, as bad and 
as dangerous as direct corruption. This, where 
not corrupt in itself, is the parent cause of cor- 
rupt and profligate expenditure in others. The 
spirit of economy appears to have forsaken our 
country. That of extravagance stalks like a de- 
mon through the land, involving our private and 
our public affairs in ruin and disgrace. It has 
|| found its way into the Halls of Teaasa, and 
now swells our bloated appropriation bills. This 
it is which has engendered the most of those evils 
of which there is a just cause of complaint. Let 
me see a majority of the House try to correct 
this great cause of these evils. Let meask whether 
there is a majority of the Houge that would pre- 
fer modest structures like the State Department, 
the War and Navy Departments, and the Treas- 
ury Department of former days, to these ostenta- 
tious palaces, these imitations of foreign struc- 
tures, which have usurped their places? With 
such a majority, we may do something to reform 
the legislation of the country. But let us not find 
fault with those agents of the Government who 
have only carried out the will of Congress. Let 
the blame be cast where the fault lies—with those 
Congresses who have caused the evil. 
tr. GREENWOOD. I move to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio by 
|| inserting ‘* January,” instead of ‘* November. 
Mr. Chairman, I do not propose to enter into any 
discussion as to the merits of the amendment of 
the gentleman from Ohio. J agree with him that 
economy requires that some change should be — 
made in the control of the erection of our public 
'| buildings, and Iam rather inclined to favor his 
\\ proposition, that her-after the War Department 
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shall have charge of the erection of no public 
paildings except works of defense. ; 

~ But inasmuch as the gentleman from Ohio has 
fyrnished some of the extravagant estimates for 
fyrniture in the Capitol extension, I desire to 
“piain some information as to the cost of furnish- 
> some of the committee-rooms of this Capitol 
juring the present session of Congress. I under- 
stand that, under the order of some of the com- 
mittees, furniture to the amount of five hundred 
or ene thousand dollars has been purchased for 
single rooms, in addition to the furniture already 
there. I desire to call attention to this fact in 
connection with the facts which the gentleman 
has brought out in reference to extravagance in 
the furniture of the committee-rooms of the ex- 
tension. ; 

Mr. BALL. I am not able to give the gentle- 
man from Arkansas all the information he desires 
in reference to the furniture of the committee- 
rooms. The furniture of the room in which the 
committee of which I ama member sit, would 
not cost altogether more than two or three hun- 
dred dollars; but it is good enough for the place. 
jut, even if $1,000 has been expended, it falls 
very much short of the estimates of Captain 
Meigs for the extension. The estimates in the 
aggregate for a single room amount to $3,600, 
excluding carpets and many other articles. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. What committee-room 
is that? 

Mr. BALL. The Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. Well, sir, i will say 
this, that while I would not approve of the ex- 
travagance with whiclfthis committee-room has 
been furnlshed, yet, if there isany committee- 
room that deserves to be well-furnished, it is the 
room of the Committee on Agriculture, because 
that committee is charged with duties which are 
of greater interest and importance to the country 
than, perhaps, any other committee in the House. 

The amendment to the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 

The amendment was then adopted. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL moved the following 


amendment: 

To enable the Secretary of the [nterior to procure a lease 
from the board of supervisors of Ontario county, New 
York, fora court-room and post office at Canandaigua, New 
York, and to furnish the same, $12,000. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 
order. 3 nn 
izing the appropriation: 

Me. MARSHALL. Well, I do not know 
about the law, but | know this, we want a law 
on the subject. Judge Hall, who holds the court 
at Canandaigua, is before us. The people of Can- 
andaigua sre before us in a memorial setting forth 
that by an expenditure of $12,000 we may obtain 
a room for the United States courts in that place. 
The people of Ontarfo county are about building 
a new court-house, and, by making this appro- 
priation now, we may save fifty,or one hundred 
thousand dollars for building a new house. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is in order. : 

Mr. MARSHALL. If the committee will listen 
I will briefly state the case. The board of super- 
visors of Ontario county, New York, are build- 
ing a newcourt-house. They say that the plan 
of their building is so large, that by the expendi- 
ture of $12,000 it will accommodate the United 
States court and post office. Judge Hall, who 
holds the court, says that he is not accommo- 
dated at all. He says that he must have a new 
building and better accommodation. We think 
this expenditure is the most economical way of 
providing in the matter. By this expenditure of 
$12,000 we may hereafter save the expenditure 
of $100,000 for the same purposes. 

Mr. LETCHER. Nearly every place at the 
North, where there is a United States court held, 
it seems comes here and asks for a contribution 
to aid in building a court-house, or for the entire 
appropriation of money neeessary for the pur- 
pose. My own view about this thing is just 
this: in the section of country where I live, and 
where these Federal courts are held, there is a 
disposition on the part of the people to accom- 
modate the Government of the United States by 
cee: it with accommodations to hoid its 
courts. Nobody from there comes here appeal- 
ae of $12,000 or 3900. 
lk. Was there not an appropri- 


I rise to a question of 
I ask whether there is any law author- 


"ng for an a 


r. RIT 
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| at Wheeling, Virginia ? 


it. When we came to the city of Pittsburg the 
' gentleman voted for the proposition, and he has | 
| been begging appropriations for it ever since—for 

| furniture, and all that sort of thing. 
about the matter would be this: These courts 


—— 


| tions, and that, too, when in five or ten years, 


| population and trade, the Government may be in- 


| building of city halls to be used as court-houses, | 


| Government will have no building for the courts 














| amendment merely a 
| the Secretary of the Interior to furnish accommo- || ing custom-houses, post offices, and court-houses, 








Mr. McMULLLN. I would ask the gentle- 
man if this has been recommended by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury? 


Mr. LETCHER. Yes, sir; and I voted against | 
Mr. MARSHALL. 


I have already made the 
statement to the House,that I have before me a 
letter from Judge Hall, who holds the court there. 
He states that the court is not accommodated at 
| all: that the room in which he is compelled to hold 
are established for the accommodation of the || his court is low, dark, and unsuited to the pur- 
Many of them are established for the || pose. He has made tifis proposition, and it meets 
ocal accommodation, and because certain mem- || the approbation of the Gomanisies on the Judi- 
bers are a little active in securing their location || ciary. It is now before the House in order, and 
within their districts. It is not absolutely certain || it is for she committee to decide whether the 
that, as population and trade increase, these || will enable the Secretary of the latesior to farsiah 
courts will remain where they are now held. || the accommodations or not. 
Here you are called on to make the appropria- || The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. McMunuuw] 
|| says fair play is a jewel, and that this must be 
carried out in Virginia. I say so too. Bring 
forward an amendment to that effect, and where- 
duced to remove the courts from the points where | ever there is a United States court held in Vir- 
they are now held to others more convenient, and || ginia, as a matter of course the judge and court 
nearer to the center of the population. Is this || must be accommodated. 
money to be expended on a hazard like this? Is The other gentleman from Virginia [{Mr. 
it to be appropriated when these courts can be | Letcner] has presented a new idea here. He 
changed at any session of Congress? Are you || says that these places where the courts are held 
going to build court-houses, or contribute to the | may be changed. As I said before, | apprehend 
that the condition of New York, as to settlement, 
is now so complete that they may know where 
the public is to 7 accommodated in holding their 
courts; and the probability is, that the United 
States district court for the district of New York 


My rule 


from considerations arising out of the increase of | 


when they may hereafter be abandoned and the 


whatever? Then the court-houses will, as was 
the case with the Memphis navy-yard some years 
ago, be ceded to the city to get rid of them. | will remain at Canandaigua. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. Ontario county is in|} Mr. LETCKER. I would inquire of the gen- 
a well-settled country, and I imagine population || tleman whether this has been recommended by the 
will increase as fast there as itdoes elsewhere. || Secretary of the Treasury ? 

Mr. LETCHER. Every man knows that pop- Mr. MARSHALL. [have just replied to that 
ulation is constantly shifting; that business and || question. 
the points of trade are constantly shifting; and || Mr. LETCHER. Well, has it been recom- 
that by means of local improvement, accessibil- || mended by anybody else? I would like to know 
ities to different points are constantly changing. || who is responsible for this recommendation. 
— — ee oe oP than it wall | cme a taken on oes McMueuum’s 

é, in all probability, five years hence. |, amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I nove to reduce the ap- || Mr. HARRIS, of Iliinois. I propose ar 
propriation $4,900. I ask the attention of the || amendment to the amendment of the gentleman 
committee for a few moments. Is it tht policy || from Kentucky. It is one which embraces all 
of the Government to rent buildings for court- || the provisions of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
houses, or, as my colleague inquired, to join with || and applies with equal justice to all sections of 
and be copartners with the counties of the several || the country, whether north or south. 

States in the Union in the construction of court-|| The Clerk commenced the reading of the 
houses for joint use? Now,if this appropriation || amendment—a lengthy one—and had read the 
is voted for Ontario county in the State of New |) first clause, as follows: 

York, how can similar appropriations be with- || 
held from every other county? What is the | 
experience of gentlemen on this floor? I call the || together with ee thereon, to — the Guat 
attention of the committee to my own district. || tan, an oo muaell ts eee be reqnived to peorchads a alae 
The Federal court there is held at Wytheville. || for a buiiding— 

The people of the county have built a very hand- || 

some court-house, and they have tendered its use || 
to the Federal court. The court is fully and || 
comfortably accommodated. 

But we are asked to adopt a very different pol- || & é ee 
iey. Weare asked to appropriate money for the |, There is no law authorizing such a work. : 
purpose of aiding the counties in the construction || Mr. HARRIS. It is an amendment which 
of their court-houses. The system is a monstrous || contains the eee —- gentleman 
one. I beg gentlemen to weigh well the qués- || from Kentucky, word for word, and is similar 
tion before them. If this $12,000 be aosak tae a| in its character. 
county in New York, can a like appropriation be || Mr. CAMPBELL. It is an omnibus bill, 
withheld from my district? For consistency, if | embracing ten or fifteen propositions not author- 
gentlemen adopt the pending amendment, they | ized by law. 
will be compelled to vote a similar appropriation The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would ask the 
to the Wytheville court-house. Not only for my coment Illinois if ewe are ye ap oe 
district will such an appropriation have to be || already where it is proposed to build custom- 
made, but for every chee i the country. Is it || houses in this amendment? 
just? Isitright? Certainly not. j Mr. HARRIS. I am not able to inform the 

Mr. Laren | am aaeeeens “ er ap —— poneneee ——~ 7 that a 
ion in this case. The amendment is clearly out of || I merely remark, as far as | am able to do so, 
order. But since you are inclined to be catia || that it contains the identical proposition of the 
dinarily latitudinous in the construction of the || gentleman from Kentucky, (which I understood 
rules, | hope the committee will express its dis- || the Chair to rule im order,) and nothing else but 
sent by voting down the amendment. ‘| ‘wake which have been recommended b 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. Iam opposed to the || heads of Departments, or by committees of this 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia. I |, House, or both, from the beginning to the end of 
must say that to my unsophisticated understand- it. bt contains nothing, in my opinion, which 
ings where ans is a ne States meat, held, | e not perfectly proper, and for the welfaré of the 

ere must be provision for its accommodation, || Government. 

This is mao roposition for the appropriation | Mr. LETCHER. I would like to know what 
of money to enable the Secretary of the Interior || question the Chair put to the gentleman from 
to provide the desired accommodation. There is || Illinois? ; 

no provision for going into partnership with any || The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state the 
city or county in building a court-house. The || position of the matter. The gentleman from 
opriates money to enable || Illinois offered an amendment providing for build- 


For the purpose of constructing a custom-house, post 
office, and court-rooms at Nashville, Tennessee, $90,000, 


when he was interrupted by 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, who said: I think 


we have heard enough of that amendment to en- 
able the committee to see that it is not in order. 


dations for the United States court at Canan- || The gentleman from Ohio rose to a question of 
daigua. |) order, stating that there was no existing law 
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———— ; ; 
authorizing the building of those works. - The | 
Chair inquired of the gentleman from Illinois if 
there were already custom-houses where he pro- 


posed, by his amendment, to build them? he || 


Chair understood the gentleman to respond that 
there were not, In some cases. 
Mr. HARRIS. The Chair did not exactly 
understand me. I stated that my proposition | 
covered the proposition contained In the amend- | 


ment of the gentleman from Kentucky. [ in- || 


formed the Chair that the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky contained no allusions 

whatever to custom-houses, but simply to court- | 
houses. A portion of the amendment which I | 


have offered relates to court-houses, post offices, | 


and custom-houses. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair ruled the prop- || 


osition of the gentleman from Kentucky in order, 
as providing for a contingency for carrying qn a 
department of the Government—as providing a 
court-reom and a post office, where they already | 
existed, but were not sufficiently large to accom- 
modate the business. The Chair rules the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Illinois out of order 
as providing for constructing buildings for which 
there is no existing law. 


Mr. HARRIS. I appeal from the decision of 1] 


the Chair. 
Mr. LETCHER. 1 wish to make 4n inquiry 
of the Chair. I objected to the amendment of 


the gentleman from Kentucky as being out of || 


order, upon the ground that there was no exist- 
ing law authorizing it. The Chair decided that 


whether there was an existing law or not, it was 


in order. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair made no such | 


decision upon any such ground. 
Mr. LETCHER. That was the point I made, | 
and the Chair overruled. it. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state the | 


position of the question, as he undefstands the || - 
i| appan, 


facts. The gentleman from Virginia rose to a 
point of order, and stating that there was no law 
authorizing the amendment. The Chair did not 
decide the amendment in order for any such 
reason, Or upon any such ground, but because 
it provided for e contingency in carrying on a 


department of the Government—provided for a |) 
court room where there was a court held, but in- 


sufficiently accommodated—providing for a post 


office when there already was a post office, but | 


insufficiently accommodated. ‘The Chair ruled 
the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois out 


of order, because it proposed the erection of a || 


building when there was no existing law author- 
izing it. From the decision of the Chair, on his | 
amendment, the gentleman from Lllinois appeals. | 

Mr, LETCHER. 


inquiry of the Chair. [‘*Order!”’ “Order!”?]_ [| 


desire to submit an inquiry to the Chair, as to a || 


matter of fact. [‘*Order!’? “ Order!’’] 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. } 
debate, and I call the gentleman from Virginia to 
order. 
Mr. LETCHER, (amid the most tumultuous 


confusion, and cries of ** Order!’’) said: I desire || 


to know, whether there is an existing law author- 
izing an appropriation for the purposes embraced 


in this amendment? There is no law for the case || 


presented by the gentleman from Kentucky, and 
the proposition of the gentleman from Illinois | 


stands exactly upon the same ground. Duties are || 


collected at the points where these custom-houses 
are proposed to be erected; post offices are estab- | 
lished by law where post offices are proposed to 
be built; and courts are to be held at those points | 
also, under the law. Every principle, therefore, 
which was connected with the amendment of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, was embraced by the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. L. resumed his seat amid cries of ** Order!”’ 
from every side of the Hall. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, moved thaf the | 
committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Grow reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the state of | 
the Union generally under consideration, and | 
particularly a bill (H. R. No. 201) making ap- | 
propriations for ¢ertain civil expenses of the | 
Government, for the year ending the 30th of | 
June, 1857, and had come to no resolution thereon. 





I wish to make a further |; 


[ object to this || 


\| onel Frémont would 


| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the Howse resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. I think it very important that we 
should get through this bill to-day. 


Mr. STANTON, (at fifty minutes past three, || 


p.m.) I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I call for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 desire to ask a question. 
| [Calls to ‘*Order!’’] It is a pertinent and a 
proper question. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am not going to debate the 
question. 

The SPEAKER. 
motion to adjourn. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is true; but I want to 
ask a question. [Cries of ** Order!’’] 

The SPEAKER. Order is called. 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. LETCHER, (interrupting.) I object to 
| anything being said. 

The SPEAKER. 
may withdraw his motion, if he please; but he 
can do nothing more. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
down the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. LETCHER. [call the gentleman to order. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 


No question can arise on a 


The question was taken on Mr. Sranron’s || 


| motion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
58, nays 85; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Ball, 
Branch, Brenton, James H. Campbell, Clawson, Cumback, 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Flagier, Foster, Goode, Granger, Har- 
lan, Houston, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Knox, 


McQueen, Millson, Morrill, Nichols, Perry, Phelps, Pike, 


bins, Roberts, Sabin, Sapp, Sherman, Shorter, Stanton, 
Taylor, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israe 
| Washburn, and Weleh—s8. 
NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Hendley 8. 


The gentleman from Ohio | 


[ hope the House will vote | 


Bishop, Bradshaw, | 


Kunkel, || 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Maxwell, McCarty, McMullin, | 


a 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| and the position of the Democratic a 


| 


|| Kansas bill recently passed by the 


| 
| 


ee! 
| Mr. A. K. MARSHALL discussed the slayer 
compromis e 
i > . nd America’ 
| parties, and their respective candidates fo, th 
Presidency. . 


Mr. GROW addressed the committee; 


| question, the repeal of the Missouri 


1pon the 
c Senate, and 
upon Kansas matters generally. 


He was followed by Mr. DAYIS, of Maryland 

| who spoke for an hour upon the Presidential 

| question. ; 

Bi Mr. NORTON obtained the floor, but yielded 
it to : 

| Mr. WOODWORTH,-who moved that the 


| committee rise. 





‘Todd, Walbridge, Waldron, Warner, | 


Bennett, Benson, | 


Billinghurst, Bliss, Bowie, Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, | 
| Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Wiliiamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, 


|} Comins, Covode, Cragin, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 


Timothy Davis, Dean, Denver, Edmundson, Elliott, Emrie, 


|; R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, Kelly, Kelsey, 


| Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Florence, Greenwood, Thomas || 
L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hickman, Holloway, Thomas 


| King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Leiter, Humphrey Mar- | 
shall, Samuel S. Marshall, Matteson, Smith Miller, Mill- | 


| ward, Moore, Morgan, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew | 


|} Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Pettit, Ready, Rich- 


| ardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Sage, Seward, Simmons, William | 
|} Smith, Sneed, Spinner, Stranahan, Thoringtou, Thurston, | 
|| Trafton, Trippe, Tyson, Valk, Wade, Watson, Williams, 


Winslow, Woodruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, and | 


| John. V. Wright—85. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

| Mr. FLORENCE stated that. he was desired 
by Mr. Duwy to state to the House that that gen- 

| tleman was compelled to leave in consequence of 
severe indisposition. 

| ‘The question was then taken on Mr. Camp- 

| BELL’s motion, and it was agreed to; and the 

| House accordingly resolved itself into the Com- 


|| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


| (Mr. Craarn in the chair.) 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to lay aside bill 


1 No. 201, and take up the’bill making appropria- 


| tions for the Post Office Department. 
| The motion was agreed to. 


|| And then, on motion of Mr. A. K. MAR- 


| SHALL, the committee (at ten minutes past four 
_o’clock, p.m.) took a recess until seven o’clock, 
| p.m. 


EVENING SESSION. 


‘The committee resumed its session at seven 
| o’clock, (Mr. Crary in the chair, ) the Post Office 
| bill being under consideration. 

Mr. PERRY defended the Republican party 
| against the charge of disunion—examined the dif- 
| ferent party platforms now before the American 

people—the past and present position of the sev- 
eral candidates for the Presidency. He charged 
the supporters of Mr. Buchanan with being dis- 
unionists—alluded to their threats that the elec- 
| tion of Frémont would be an end of the Union, 
| and concluded by expressing the belief that Col- 
e triumphantly elected. 
| Mr. MATTESON spoke on Kansas affairs 
and the slavery question. 


1} 


The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker hayine 


|| resumed the chair, Mr. Cragin reported that the 
|| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
|| had had the Union generally under consideration 

’ 


| and particularly the Post Office appropriation 
bill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

| And then, on motion of Mr. TRIPPE, (at hal 

| past ten o’clock,) the House adjourned until 
to-morrow, at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, August 8, 1856. 


Prayer by the Chaplain of the House of Rep- 
| resentatives, Rev. Danre, Wa.po. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
| Senate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, 
communicated in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, in relation to the works of the sur- 


|| veying and exploring expedition to Bhering’s 
Porter, Powell, Pringle, Purviance, Quitman, Ritchie, Rob- || ying P ve P 8 


Straits, recently returned to the United States, 
| which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Sewarp, 


‘| referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills, which had heretofore re- 
ceived the signature of the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives: 
| An act to establish a library for young men in 

the District of Columbia; 
| An act to incorporate the Columbia Library 
of Capitol Hill, in the city of Washington; 

An act to amend the charter of Georgetown, in 
the District of Columbia; 

An act for the relief of Bridget Maher; and 

An act to continue the pension of Mrs. Nancy 
Weatherford. 


LANDS TO RAILROADS IN MISSISSIPPI. 


The bill (H. R. No. 553) granting public land, 
in alternate sections, to the State of Mississippi, 
to aid in the construction of railroads in said 
State, and for other purposes, was read twice by 
its title. 

Mr. BROWN. The chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands in the House of Representa- 
tives [Mr. Bennett, of New York,] said very 
properly, on introducing this bill, that it grants to 
my State less than-has been given to any of the 
onuet land States, and, while the quantity is less, 
the land is infinitely poorer. All the other bills 
having passed, | ask the indulgence of the Senate 
to pass this bill this morning. There is no neces- 
sity for referring it, because it is exactly similar 
to the other bills, and a reference at this time will 
destroy it. 

Mr. SEWARD. According to that statement 
it is a very unjust bill. 

Mr. BROWN. But it isthe best we can get. 

Mr. ADAMS. 1 will only add that this same 
bill, with a much greater grant of land in It, 
passed this body at the last session. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
Whole, to consider the bill. 1 

Mr. BROWN. No one desires the readingof 
the whole bill; it is like the other land grants. 

The reading of the bill at length was dispensed 
with. It was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, and read 
the third time. . 

Mr. BIGGS. I desire to record my vote against 
that bill, and I ask for the yeas and nays on Its 

e. 
The yeas and nays-were ordered. 
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Mr. PEARCE. 1 
and if it is worth while I will state the reason. i 
os not heard the bill; Ido not know what is 
it, I think the practice of passing bills with- 
vt reading them 18 entirely reprehensible; and 
| shall be compelled to vote against it for that 
reasol . 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The bill will 
pe read if the Senator desires it. — 

‘Mr. PEARCE. Ido not ask it; but I shall 
yoie against it for that reason. 

The Secretary then proceeded to call the roll. 





Before the result was announced, the following | 


explanations took place: 

Mtr, foot. 
pil] granting lands for railroad purposes to the 
State of Mississippi which has been before us. 

Mr. BROWN. It is. 

Mr. FOOT. I have voted for other bills of this 
character, and as far as my action goes I wish to 
serve all alike. I vote yea. 

Mr. GEYER. I declined to vote until I had 
read the bill. I have read it, and am satisfied. 
[ vote yea. 

The result was then announced—yeas 22, nays 
11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Bright, 
Brown, Dodge, Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Geyer, 
iverson, James, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mal- 
iory, Seward, Slidell, Thomson of New Jersey, Trumbull, 
Weller. and Wilson—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bell of New Hampshire, Biggs, 
Bigler, Brodhead, Hunter, Mason, Pearce, Pugh, Reid, and 
Wade—Ll. 

COMMITTEE SERVICE. 


Mr. SEWARD. t wk to be excused from 
serving on the Committee on Pensions. 
The motion was agreed to. 


RELATIVE VALUE OF COINS. 


Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 

tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 
- Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be, and they 
are hereby, instructed to inquire into and report upon the 
propriety of correcting by law the present erroneous state - 
ment of the relative values of the dollar and the pound 
sterling; and further, upon the feasibility of some mutual 
plan whereby the relative value of the unitary coins afore- 
said ean be made easily and exactly commensurable. 


PETITION. 
Mr. PUGH presented the - of J. B. 


Williams, praying for the reimbursement to the 
heirs of Joseph Biggs of the amount paid by him 
for board and medical attendance, incurred on 
account of having received a wound in the revo- 
lutionary war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion of Mr. BUTLER, it was 


Ordered, That Mary Perry, heir of Michae} Watson, 
bave leave to withdraw her petition-and papers. 
On motion of Mr. WELLER, it was 


Ordered, That John Brown have leave to withdraw his 


petition and papers, that he may refer them to the Court ot 
Claims. 


EPHRAIM HUNT. 


Mr. WADE. The Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the application of Ephraim 
Hunt for bounty land, have directed me to report 
a bill for his relief. 

The bill was read the first time. 

Mr. WADE. [ask that the bill may be con- 
sidered now. It is the case of an old soldier who 
had great difficulty in obtaining his discharge, and 
it was supposed he had got it surreptitiously, but 
now the whole matter is explained. 

These being no objection, the bill (S. No. 437) 
was read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. Its object is tc direct the 


proper accounting officer to settle the claim of || 


“phraim Hunt, of Maine, for bounty and pay 
for service as a private in the Army of the United 


States, from the 25th of September, 1813, to the || 
14th of September, 1815, and allow him the same | 
bounty and pay as he would have received if regu- 


larly discharged. 


Mr. WELLER. Does the Senator from Ohio | 


know the probable amount which this bill gives ? 
Would it not be better to fix some limit ? 

Mr. WADE, It merely gives the pay of a 
soldier for that time. The accounting officers 
will ascertain the amount, asin all other cases. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


[ understand that this is the only | 
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: . 
I shall vote against this bill, | amendment, ordered to be engrossed fora third | penses. 1 have no idea of having the employ- 
- ment of these messengers and clerks authorized 


| reading, read the third time, and passed. 


THOMAS H. BAIRD. 

Mr. WADE. The Committee on Claims have 
directed me to make another report. This case 
has been before the Court of Claims; and has re- 
ceived their sanction, and that of the committee. 

| I hope it will pass now without delay, as I think 

' all cases should which have received the sanction 

| of the court. 

There being no objection, the bill (S. No. 438) 
for the relief of Thomas H. Baird was read a first 
and second time, and considered as in Committee 
| of the Whole. It directs the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay Thomas H. Baird, administra- 
tor of the estate of Absalom Baird, a commis- 
sioned surgeon in the army of the Revolution, 
| $10,074 84, with interest from the 27th October, 
1805, to the Ist of June, 1856, deducting there- 
from the sum of $2,400, paid under the act of 
June 23, 1856. 

Mr. PUGH. Is it proposed to press this bill 
to a final vote now ? 

Mr. WADE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PUGH. It seems to me that it had better 
| come up in its order on private bill day; let it go 
| on the Calendar. This bill appropriates a large 
| amount of money. My friend from Mississippi 
[Mr. Apams] suggests that it is decided by the 
Court of Claims. Lhave great respect forthe court, 
but at the same time I cannot pass their bills on 
|| mere faith. I do not like to see measures passed 
| in this way. 

(| Mr. WADE. This case has been pending for 
| a long while. It has been before the Court of 
Claims, and received a thorough adversary inves- 

tigation and examination, and has received the 

approbation of that tribunal. The Committee on 

Claims of this body also recommend it. 

|| Mr. PUGH. Out of regard to my colleague 

| I withdraw my objection to this bill; but I cer- 

tainly object to the practice of passing bills appro- 
priating such large sums in this way. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 
|to whom was referred the petition of George 
| Jewett, executor of Luther Jewett, submitted a 
| report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 439) to 
authorize the settlement of the accounts of Luther 
| Jewett, late collector of the district of Portland 
| and Falmouth, in the State of Maine; which was 
| read, and passed toa second reading. The report 
was ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs, moved that the committee be discharged 
| from the further consideration of the petition of 
| Daniel Muse, the petition of Angelo Harris, the 
netition of the professor of mathematics in the 
Navy at Washington, and the petition of the 
| clerk and messenger in the office of the assistant 
| quartermaster of the marine corps; which was 
agreed to. 





lic Lands, to whom was referred the petition of 
Rebecca Adams, submitted an adverse report; 
which was concurred in. 

'| Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the 
| District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
| bill (H. R. No. 214) to extend the jurisdiction 
| of the corporation of the city of Washington over 
| the lower Eastern Branch or Navy-Yard bridge, 
| and to regulate travel upon the upper Eastern 
| Branch or Benning’s eile and for other pur- 
poses, reported it without amendment. 

He also moved that the Committee on the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia be rr from the further 
consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 215) to 

authorize the circuit court of the District of Co- 
lumbia to decree the sale of real estate in certain 
cases, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary; which was agreed to. 


EMPLOYMENT OF A PAGE. 
Mr. MALLORY. I offer the following reso- 
lution: 


_Resolved, That Charles C. Ivey be continued in the ser- 
| Vice of the Senate, under the authority of the Sergeant-at- 
| Arms, until further order of the Senate. 


| Mr. EVANS. I move that the resolution be 
‘| referred to the Committee on Contingent Ex- 





Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Pub- | 


197 





in open Senate bya resolution, without inquiry. 
Mr. MALLORY. [appeal to my friend from 
South Carolina not to make that motion; but if 
he wants to inquire into it, let the resolution he 
on the table, and in the course of the morning I 
will confer with him. Ii refers to one of our 
pages, and I am very well satisfied that the Sen- 
ator will agree to the passage of the resolution 
afterwards. 
| Mr. EVANS. 
some difficulty. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Sen- 
ator insist on his motion ? 
Mr. EVANS. Yes, sir. 
The motion was agreed to. 


BENJAMIN LA FONTE AND OTHERS. 


Mr. WILSON. The Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. 
R. No. 354) for the relief of Benjamin La Fonte, 
William Altenburg, and others, have directed me 
to report it back, and I ask that it be put on its 
passage at this time. 

Mr. WELLER. Ido not know whether that 
bill will give rise to discussion; but lam willing 
that private bills shall be taken up until the hour 
of one o’clock, when I shall ask the Senate to 
proceed to the consideration of the Pacific rail- 
road bill; and if that is the understanding of the 
Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Trumsuut.,} | shall 
vote with him to take up a bill which he desires 
to have disposed of. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is 

' on the motion of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the bill (H. R. No. 354) for the relief of Benjamin 
La Fonte, Williayy Altenburg, and others. It 
proposes to authorize Benjamin La Fonte to enter 
| the north half of the northeast quarter of section 
| thirty-six, township twenty-nine north, range 
| twenty-three west; and authorizes William Al- 
| tenburg to enter the southeast quarter of section 
\| thirty-six, in township twenty-seven, of range 
| twenty-one west; and it authorizes William Da- 
|| vern to enter the southeast quarter of section 
|| number sixteen, in township twenty-eight north, 
of range number twenty-three west; and it author- 
| izes ‘Louis Larivie to enter the northwest quarter 

of the southwest quarter, and lots number one 

and two of section sixteen, in township twenty- 
| nine north, of range twenty-two west, in the 
| Stillwater land @istrict, Minnesota Territory, 
| upon payment of the usual minimum of $1 25 
| per acre; and the Commissioner of the General 

hand Office is directed to issue patents on their 
entries. It also authorizes the superintendent of 
public schools in the Territory of Minnesota to 
select, in equal amounts, other lands in that Ter- 
ritory for the use of public schools in lieu of the 
lands granted by this bill. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
accompanying that bill? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir. Does 
the Senator desire it read? 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Perhaps a statement 
by the Senator from Massachusetts may dispense 
with the necessity of reading it. 

Mr. WILSON. It has been examined by the 
committee and reported unanimously. The bill 
| had previously passed the House of Represent- 
atives. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Are you familiar with 
the facts? Let us have the report. 

Mr. BIGGS. I will state, for the information 
| of the Senator from Alabama, that these claims 
| have been investigated by the Committee on Pri- 

vate Land Claims. They had been previously 
examined by the Committee on Private Land 
Claims of the House of Representatives, and the 
| bill there passed unanimously, as it did in the 
committee of the Senate. I think the evidence 
| is perfectly satisfactory.. 

Mr. EVANS. Are you satisfied? 

Mr. BIGGS. Perfectly. I have examined them 
particularly myself. 

Mr. EVANS. Very well. : 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. The report need not 
be read. 

The bill was reported without amendment, 
ordered to a third reading, read the third time, 
and passed. 


I know, too, there has been 


Is there any report 
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NOTIC 
Mr. WILSON. I give notice of my intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill in relation to an 
act entitled ‘*An act to appropriate the proceeds | 
of the public lands, and grant preémption rights,’? | 
approved September 4, 1841. 
ERNEST FRIEDLER. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I am directed by the | 


Committee on Claims to report without amend. || cancy occurs in such an office, 1 am annoyed 


ment the bill which came from the Court of 
Claims, for the relief of Ernest Friedler. 

The bill was read a first time, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. [| ask that the bill may be 
put on its passage now. 

There being no objection, the bill (S. No. 440) 
was read a second time,and considered as in | 
Committee of the Whole. 


Friedler $392 90, for excess of duties paid by him 
on importations of ammonia into the port of New 
York, in the years 1846, 1847, 1849, 1851, and 
1852. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. The 
report inthe case was ordered to be printed. 


STURGES, BENNETT, AND COMPANY. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I have another bill from 
the Court of Claims which is on the same prin- 
ciple precisely as the one just passed, and which 
has also been agreed to by the Committee on 
Claims. I ask that it may be put on its passage. 

There being no objection, the bill (S. No. 441) 
for the relief of Sturges, Bennett& Co., merchants 
of the city of New York, was read twice by its 
title, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Its purpose is to direct the Secretary of the | 
Treasury to pay $2,068 in full, for excess of du- 
ties paid by them on importations of brandy and 
whisky into the port of New York, in the years | 
1847, 1848, 1849, 1850, and 1851. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


The | 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 
report in the case was ordered to be printed. 


PAYMENT OF PENSION AGENTS. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 

bill (S. No. 146) providing for the payment of 

pension agents. I should be glad to have it dis- 

osed of now. I have made geveral efforts to 
rave it taken up. 


I move to take up the | 





| Mr. FITZPATRICK. That is a bill which | 
||"1s important in its bearing. 


It is one on which I 


| have not bestowed a great deal of reflection; but 


| them heretofore. 


It proposes to direct || 


the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to Ernest | Ajabama, that tlie Senator from Michigan, [Mr. 


from the facts elicited in the discussion of it on 
a previous day, I am disinclined to sustain it. 
It proposes to increase the compensation of these 
agents considerably over what has been allowed 


country is concerned, I can say that, when a va- 


very much with the applications of persons to 
perform the functions without increased compen- 
sation. I will not undertake to speak for other 
sections of the Union. This is a bill which is 
intended to have a permanent effect on the Treas- 
ury, and one which I think demands, and ought 
to receive, the deliberate consideration of this 
body. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will state to my friend from 


Srvart,] who has examined the subject, is not 
here this morning; and the same can be said of 
the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss.] 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I was about to state 
that the two Senators who seem to understand 
this question, and manifest more interest in it 
than any other gentlemen on the floor, are absent 
—one on account, I presume, of the long sitting 
yesterday, and the other I know to be absent 
from the city. I dislike very much to interfere 
with the wishes of the Senator from Illinois, but 


| lam impressed decidedly with the conviction that 
| this question is one of serious bearing on the 


public interest. I think weshould investigate it, 
and thoroughly understand it, before we ingraft 
on the statute-book the vast amount of increased 


| compensation which is proposed to be paid to 


| to the Senator from Illinois the propriet 
| waiting until the Senator from Michigan and the 
| Senator from Georgia are in the Senate. I know 





Mr. MALLORY. There is a bill before us || 


(H. R. No. 213) to construe a-law of the last 
session, with a very brief report, which I ask 
may be taken up. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion 
of the Senator from Illinois has precedence. 

Mr. PUGH. I have a motion which I believe | 
is a privileged one, or at least I submit it to the 
Senate. I have made a motion to reconsider the 
vote on a bill in charge of the Senator from | 
Maine, [Mr. Fessenpen,] which was passed the 
day before yesterday. I have told him that I do 
not desire to delay the bill, but would call up the 
motion as soon as [ could. I have not hitherto 
done so this morning, because the Senator from | 
Alabama, {Mr. Cray,] who felt some interest in 
the matter, had not come into the Senate; but if 
it is now in order, I make the motion to take up | 
the question, as he is here. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not a | 
privileged question, on does not take precedence | 
of the motion of the Senator from Illinois. 

Mr. PUGH. I make the motion in order to 
discharge myself of my obligation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question | 
is on the motion of the Senator from Illinois to | 
take up Senate bill No. 146. 

Mr. GEYER. This is « public bill. Friday, 
I understand, is set apart exclusively for private 
bills by a special order. 





The PRESIDENT pro tempore. After one 
o’clock. The order made by the Senate applies 
only to the time after ope o'clock on Friday. At 
that hour private bills are to be taken up. The 


estion is on the motion of the Senator from || 


lilinois, to proceed to the consideration of the 





bill (S. No. 146) making provision tocompensate | 
agents for paying pensions, and prescribing the | 
manner and time of settling their accounts. 


| care nothing about it. 
| depends on me, that the bill may be amended by 
|| striking owt that provision. 
| origin in an attempt to do justice to those persons 





| it will be equivalent to a defeat of the bill. 


| these agents by this bill. 


Other Senators know what is the feeling in 


| their own sections of the country. I know thatin 
|| my section there has been no difficulty in 


ro- 
curing persons to discharge the duties of deans 
The only difficulty which I have en- 


agents. 


|| countered is, that when there is a vacancy the 


applicants are very numerous. I would suggest 


of 


that they take a lively interest in this matter 


| from the manner in which they treated the sub- 


ject on a previous occasion; and | do not think it 


| would be proper to dispose of it in the absence 
| of those gentlemen: 
'| insist on his motion. 


hence I trust he will not 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Iwill say to the Senator 
from Alabama, that so far as the increase of the 


Now, so far as my section of | 


| 
| 





compensation of pension agents is concerned I | 


1 am willing, so far as 
he bill has its 


who were pension agents, and. at the special re- 
quest of the Government, paid out its money for 
years, and never got a cent for it. The provision 
making it general and future has been added at 
the suggestion of the Department. I am sure 
that the Senator from Alabama will not refuse to 
allow compensation to agents in the States where 
there were no banks, who did the duties, who 
wr out thousands of dollars, kept their own 
ooks, paid for them, and did al] this under the 
assurance of the Department that they would be 
yaid. 
: That is the portion of the bill about which I 
am anxious. If we are to wait for Senators to 
return, (and [ know not when they will be — 
tis 
certainly not the fault of the friends of the bill 
that they are not here; but if the Senator from 
Virginia and the Senator from Alabama, who 
now 4 to taking up this bill, will name a 
time when it shall be taken up and disposed of, 
I am willing to consent to it. f have tried repeat- 
edly to get up the bill. I know that one of the 
Senators from Michigan [Mr. Cass] is anxious 
to have this bill taken up and passed. I hope the 
Senate will dispose of it. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. If the object be sim- 
ly to relieve the gentleman alluded to by the 
nator from Illinois, I think the proper course 
would be to introduce a special bill for his relief; 
but it does not comport with my views of propriety 
to urge the Senate to dispose of a general bill’ of 
80 important a nature, in this manner towards 





the close of the session, at a, time w 
ber of Senators are worn out, and om, a 
energies exhausted by the long sitting 0 a 
day. I suggest to the Senator from | lino’e tha . 
he had better indicate a day during the next 7“ ; t 
when those who manifest an interest in this bit 
may be present when it may be taken up it 
the fact be, that services have been performed 
the solicitation of the Department, and the a 
make a clear showing—— Y cam 

Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator frg 
Alabama will allow me to make a suggestion 1 
had the honor to report this bill to the Senate. 
and on various occasions, when I desired tp call 
it up, it has been postponed on account of the 
absence of one or the other of the Senators 
The most decided opponents of the bill are now 
absent. I[ will propose a compromise, and that 
is, that it be taken up and made the special order 
for next Tuesday, at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I have a bill which hag 
been made the special order for Tuesday. 

Mr. SEWARD. Well, make it Wednesday 

Mr. HUNTER. Say Wednesday. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Very well. 

The bill (S. No. 146) was taken up and pogt. 
poned, and made the special order for Wednes. 
day next, at twelve o’clock. 


RICHARD W. THOMPSON. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I hope the Senate will now 
indulge me by taking up the report of the Com. 
mittee on Indian Affairs in the case of Richard 
W. Thompson. I think gve can dispose of it 
during the morning hour.” I hope there will be 
no objection to my motion to take it up. 

Mr. PUGH. [| hope the Senate will not pro. 
ceed with the vote on that question. There are a 
number of Senators, who I know fee} an interest 
in it, who are absent, and I assure my friend from 
Indiana that it will not be possible for him to get 
a vote by one o’clock. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I cannot help that. I intend 
to insist on a vote upon it to-day, so as to get rid 
of the subject. It has been up three times. | 
have not a word to say upon it. The Senator 
from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,} who has made the 
report, and examined the case thoroughly, is 
absent. Ifhe were here I have no doubthe would 
be inclined to speak; but those who are in favor 
of the claim are not inclined to discuss it. If the 
Senator from Ohio wishes to speak on it, of course 
he has a right to do so; but the friends of the 
measure do not propose to waste time in discus- 
sion. 

Mr. PUGH. The Senate has heard no one 
but those in favor of the claim, except the few 
remarks of the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. 
Srvart.] First we heard the Senator from In- 
diana himself, then the Senator from Georgia, 
the Senator from Mississippi, and the Senator 
who now occupies the chair, [Mr. Wetter.] If 
the case must proceed I shall certainly address 
the Senate on the subject; but at the same time | 
advise them that I shall not probably conclude 
my remarks by one o’clock. Will the Senator 
gain anything by insisting on his proposition 
now? 

Mr. BRIGHT. At one o’clock, if the Senator 
be still on the floor, as this is private bill day, I 
shall insist on disposing of this claim to the ex- 
clusion of other business. 

Mr. PUGH. It is nota private bill in any, 
shape. It seems to me proper to have a full Sen- 
ate to decide the case. I move to postpone the 
further consideration of the question until twelve 
o’clock on Monday. 

Mr. BROWN. ‘On that motion I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is the motion with the un- 
derstanding that the discussion is to proceed on 
ar so as to interfere with the appropriation 

ills? 4 

Mr. PUGH. No; I make no understanding 
about it. 

Mr. BROWN. The effect of these postpone- 
ments, we know, will be to defeat the measure 
entirély. If gentlemen think they have the power 
to defeat it, let them come up to it at once, and 
let us have a direct vote. is attempt to stave 
off a private matter of this sort by little postpone- 
ments, is hardly treating the parties fairly. The 
matter has been here two years and more. The 
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nt has been pressing all the time here for a 
hearing, not importunately, but he has been anx- 


cama 

ious to have action. Weare now in the last days 

of the session, and I hope there will be no post- 
>ment. 

rhe motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. PUGH. I desire to answer one remark 
of the Senator from ee ed and I would as 
lief do it in this connection. here has been no 
request to postpone this case by those who oppose 
ersonal grounds, and asked for a twenty-four 
seem postponement, and the Senate refused to 
rant it; so much for that. I have asked that 
there may be a full Senate to decide the question. 
The Senator from Michigan, and the Senator 
from Texas, I know, from what they have said 
to me, feel a great interest in this question; and { 
think it desirable and just that they should be in 
their places when it is disposed of. Still, if the 
Senate do not wish to postpone the-matter, so 
far as I am concerned I am prepared to pro- 


ceed. 

“The PRESIDING OFFICER. « The question 
has been taken on the postponement, and it has 
been rejected. 

Mr. PUGH addressed the Senate, and had not 
concluded when the hour of one o’clock arrived. 

Mr. MALLORY. I submit that, at one o’clock, 

rivate bills must be taken up as the special order 
of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Iverson 
in the @hair.) This claim was understood to be 
taken up as private business, although it was 
taken up out of its order. 

Mr. PUGH. Do I understand the Chair to 
decide that the consideration of the report of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs is to be proceeded 
with ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BIGGS. I desire to suggest, for the con- 
sideration of the Chair, that this is not a private 
bill. I donot understand, from the form which 
it assumes before the Senate, that it is any bill at 
all. I understand it to bea report from the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, asking in the first place 
to be discharged from the further consideration of 
acertain subject. To that has been appended a 
proposition of the Senator from Georgia, express- 
ing the opinion of the Senate, that Mr. Thomp- 
son ought to be paid this amount. It seems to 
me that it is no bill at all, and it ought not to 
interfere with the regular order of business. 

Mr. BROWN. No one pretends that this is a 
bill, but it is a private claim, and stands on the 


same footing with other private claims. Whether || 


it comes to us in the form of a bill, or a resolu- 
tion, or a report of a committee, does not change 
the character of the thing at all. It is a private 
claim, and this is the day on which the Senate 
considers, not merely private bills, but private 
claims, ; 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is well known to gentlemen 


here, that although I have been anxious every || 


morning to get up this subject, I have postpgned 
calling it up for the last three days, because I did 
not desire to embarrass the Senate, and I con- 
sented to wait until we reached private bill day. 
I think the general sense of the Senate is now in 
favor of disposing of it. 

_ Mr. BIGGS. I have no objection to proceed- 
ing with the consideration of this subject if the 
Senate is so disposed; but I was looking at the 
matter in a practical point of view, so far as legis- 
lation isconcerned. It has suggested itself to m 
mind that this controversy, in the shape whi 

it has assumed before the Senate, can lead to 
nothing Practical, no matter what may be the de- 
cision of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
decides this to be a private claim, and there- 
fore within the order of the Senate, subject to be 
considered on this day. The Senator from Ohio 
will proceed. 

Mr. PUGH continued. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheChairbegs 
the Senator from Ohio to suspend his remarks for 
& moment. The Chair decided a few minutes 
since, on the suggestion made by the Senator from 
North Carolina, that this was a private claim, 
and therefore in order to-day. Since then the 
Chair has been pointed to this order of the Sen- 
ate adopted on the 27th of March, on the motion 





















the claim, except by myself, when I put it on 
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of the Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Brop- | 
HEAD:] 
Resolved, That for the residue of the present session, pri- 
vate bills on the Calendar shall be the special order of the || 
day on Priday of each week, at one o’clock, in the order in || 
which they stand on the Calendar. 
The special order, therefore, must be private || 

| bills in the priority in which they stand on the | 
Calendar. 
This is not a bill. || 
Mr. BRIGHT. With a view of relieving the || 


. ° i} 
| Chair of any embarrassment, I move to dispense | 


with the prior orders, for the purpose of preceed- | 
ing with the consideration of this claim. 
he motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PUGH resumed and concluded his speech; 

| which will be published in the Appendix. 
| Mr. BROWN. I have twice, since the discus- 
| sion of this question commenced, risen to ad- 
|dress the Senate at length in reference to it. 
| Twice have I been persuaded by the friends of || 
this measure to give up that purpose. I shall not | 
now undertake to follow the Senator from Ohio | 
through the long speech which he has made. He | 
has succeeded in consuming three hours and a 
half of the precious time of this body in the last || 
| days of its sitting, to the postponement of other 
matters of. vastly more importance. 

Mr. PUGH. Will the Senator dome the jus- 
tice to say that I tried to prevent the consump- 
tion of time in this discussion? 
| Mr. BROWN. The Senator tried to prevent || 
| discussion by smothering the case; but when we |! 
| proposed to take the vote without debate, the | 
Rete refused to permit this body to do it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Will my friend from Mis- 
sissippi allow me to interrupt him? 

Me. BROWN. Certainly. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am very sorry to interfere 
with my friend from Mississippi, and | am as 
anxious as he can be to reply to some of the 
remarks made by the Senator from Ohio, but I 
am satisfied that the Senate understand this case | 
| thoroughly. ‘They are wearied already with | 
| speeches. If the Senator from Mississippi in- 
| sists on speaking, the indications are that we | 

shall get no vote to-day. 

Mr. BROWN. I do not intend to make a 
speech. I have already said so. I will yield 
the floor in a ‘few minutes, but I will not yield 
it without calling attention to the fact, that the 

Senator from Ohio, while affecting to stand here 
in defense of the Commissioner, has not scrupled 
to attack the motives of the Committee on Indian 

| Affairs. 
| Mr, PUGH. I beg the Senator to accept my 
disclaimer. I had no such desire, and I expressly 
disclaimed any such purpose. 

Mr. BROWN. hen I cannot understand 
what the Senator meant; but of course I accept 
his disclaimer. 
| Mr. PUGH. If any language used by me 
| conveyed the impression which the Senator has 
| received, I take it back, for that was not my pur- 


| 








| pose. 

| . Mr. BROWN. That is sufficient; but the 

| Senator says that the committee were so much 

| prejudiced, that this case should be taken from 
them. 

Mr. PUGH. Why, sir, the Senator from 
Georgia said that, if referred to them, he would 
not examine it again. 

Mr. BROWN. Exactly; and when [ charged 
the Commissioner with entertaining so much pre- 
judice against Mr. Thompson, that he would not 
do his case justice, the Senator thought that was 
a terrible onslaught on the Commissioner. That 
‘is the hardest expression which I used towards 
that officer, and yet the Senator from Ohio has 
called me to account in a speech of three hours’ 

| duration. I trust that, when he shall look through 
the notes of his speech, he will strike out this and 
other passages from it. 

I did not like the temper in which the Senator 





money, the country would hold them responsible 
for it. Have Senators sunk so low that threats 
of this sort are to drive them from the discharge 
of their duty? If not, for what purposes are 
such menaces uttered here? Let the Senator 
send his speech to the country, and I dare say 
it will produce that profound sensation in the 
country which it produced in the Senate. There 
| will be as many people to read it, in comparison 


| disclaimer, however, is quite sufficient. 
| satisfied on that point. 


said that, though the Senate might vote : 


1984 





with their numbers, I apprehend, as there were 
Senators here to listen to it. 

Sir, upon what authority does the Senator from 
Ohio charge a conspizacy among Senators here 
to force this claim through the Senate? and upen 





| what authority does he name the Senator from 


Indiana and myself in that connection? There 
has been no conspiracy. I act on my own re- 


|| sponsibility as a Senator, and dare to do my duty 


under all circumstances and at all times 

Mr. PUGH. I did not make any such charge. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I did not understand the Sen- 
ator from Ohio to make any charge of that kind 
in regard to the Senator from Mississippi or 
myself. 

r. PUGH. Certainly not, sir. 

Mr. BROWN. In the latter part of his speech, 

the Senator from Ohio uttered the expression to 





| which I allude, and the reporter’s notes, if lam 


not greatly deceived, will show it. 
Mr. PUGH. The Senator is certainly mie- 
taken. I had no such intention. I expressly 


disclaimed in my speech any idea of casting any 
reflection on the Senator from Mississippi or the 


, Senator from Indiana, or the rest of those who 


support this claim. It seems, however, that I 
cannot help these things. 

Mr. BROWN. I thought the Senator from 
Ohio did not know the length to which he was 
going in that declaration, nor the serious imputa- 


| tion which it conveyed against the action and 


conduct of Senators here; but I felt it deeply, 
and [ noted it in my mind, and determined to 
respond to it when he got through. The Senator's 
I am 


I did not intend, Mr. President, to discuss this 
ustion again. If I had known that the Senator 
from Ohio was determined to make the speech 


| which he has made, I would not have yielded to 


the appeals of Senators to forbear giving my 
views at length on this subject, and laying the 
whole case before the Senate and the country. 
It is too late to do it now; and, though | may 
stand at some disadvantage, and though I know 
the case will stand at disadvantage in the Senate 


| and in the country, for the want of the very re- 
| marks which 1] proposed to make, | will not 


weary this body by pursuing this subject any 
| further, If it be the disposition of the Senate 
to take the vote I am quite content that it shall 
be done at once. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Ido not rise to argue the 
question, but to say one word, as | have said 
nothing during the whole debate, or previous 
debates on this subject. I rise simply to express 
the apprehension that the personal feeling which 
has been thrown into the investigation of this 
subject is calculated to do injustice to what I 
| believe to be a meritorious claim. I donot think 
it is necessary to assailethe motives of Mr. 
Thompson, or of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, or of the Secretary of the Interior. I 
have as much respect for the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs as my friend from Ohio has; I 
have as much admiration for his integrity, and 
for his high ministerial and executive quualifica- 
tions and capacity, as that Senator has; but, sir, 
I believe that an executive officer of this Govern- 
ment is not infallible. 1 think he may err in the 
performance of his duties. From the examina- 
tion which I have given to this claim, 1 am con- 
vinced that itis just. From my knowledge of 
the claimant, Mr. Thompson, I do not think a 
more high-toned and honorable gentleman lives. 
I do not consider it necessary to cast aspersions 
on the one or the other. In my judgment, we 
ought to give our votes in refereuce to the merits 
of the real question presented to us, and not with 
reference to sustaunmyg Mr. Manypenny or Mr. 
McClelland, or Mr. Thompson. tis admitted 
on all sides, that Mr. Thompson did make a con- 

tract with these Indians, by which he was to 
have one third of what he might recover for them. 

Mr. PUGH. I wish the Senator to understand 
that I do not admit it. 

. Mr. DOUGLAS. It is admitted, at least, that 
he had a contract. 

Mr. PUGH. I do not admit that. The Senator 
has a right to say what he understands; but not 








that 1 admitted it to be so. 

Mr. BRIGHT. At this point, with the per- 
mission of my friend from Illinois, | will say a 
word. There was a contract made between the 
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Indians and Mr. Thompson, in pursuance of 
law. There was no law Sa the contract; 
on the contrary, the rules of the Indian Depart- 
ment provided that such contracts might be made 
with the assentof the Department. Mr. Thomp- 


son, before he made the contract, consulted the | 


President as to whether he should be permitted 


to do so, and the President advised him to make | 


it, under the circumstances. ‘The contract was 
made in open day, in the Indian Office, and filed 
there. 

Mr. PUGH. The contract? 

Mr. BRIGHT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PUGH. That isa mistake. 

Mr. BRIGHT. ‘Then the records are false. 

Mr. PUGH. Ishallnotnow discuss the legality 
of that paper—I have already done so; but I say 
it is not signed by one half of the chiefs. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will not go into that ques- 


tion. | will content myself with the simple state- | 


ment, that, as I undergtand the case, there was a 
fair, bona fide contract to the effect which [ have 
already declared. 
determine, and I think they have heard enough 
to be able to judge for themselves. Mr. Thomp- 
son devoted five years’ labor under that contract 
to the service of these Indians, and through his 
labors they acquired $240,000. When he claimed 
his pay in pursuance of the contract, the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs thought the Indians had 
made an improvident contract, and were not 
willing to allow him what it secured to him, be- 


Indians. Instead of giving him the $80,000 to 
which his contract entitled him, they said: We 
will set aside the contract, and give you what you 
are entitled to for your service upon the principle 
of quantum merwit. The committee arrived at 
the conclusion that $40,000 was a fair compensa- 
tion for the services and expenses of Mr. Thomp- 


son, irrespective of the contract. This is the | 


case as | understand it. o’ 
Now, the simple question is, shall he have 
what his labor was worth—only half the contract 


rice ? 
aes was worth, whether there was a contract or 


not; and without going into the question whether | 


in subsequent events the Commissioner of Indtan 
Affairs has acted properly or improperly, or 
whether Mr. ‘Thompson, under irritation in his 
communications, has said things which he ought 
not to have said, it is enough for me to know that 
he rendered the services, and that they were 
worth the amount specified. 


party to the controversy as an honorable and 
upright man, I shall give my vote for the claim 
on the considerations which I have stated. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I remember 


law to which allusion has been made by the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, prohibiting all future contracts, 
and probably declaring null and void all contracts 
made between Indian tribes and these agents and 
attorneys. {f know it was brought about because 
we had evidences and instances before us, in which 


it was shown that it was the policy of the Gov- | 
ernment, established for many years, to treat all | 


Indian tribes as ina condition of pupilage, which 
would not admit of that sort of dealing between 
the white race and the Indian. It was shown 
that the Indians were imposed upon, as naturally 
they would be, and that the Goyernment was 
imposed upon by such contracts, Claimants 
came here, under tndian contracts, and got large 
sums out of meneys awarded to the Indians for 
their lands, or as annuities or compensations of 
various kinds. I concurred heartily in the policy 
of the Government to place between the white 
man and the Indian, in every contract, and en- 
gagement of every kind, the sting of actual disa- 
ity, so that there shouild be no dealing between 
them. 
Now, as to the merits of titis case, I know very 
little. When confined to my room a few days 
ago, I read so much of the debate in the, Globe as 


took place on a former day, and | confess that I | 


was not impressed with the merits of the claim. 
1 shall adhere to the policy which the Govern- 
ment has marked out. The Indians are badly 
enough treated, God knows, on the part of the 


Government, from necessity probably, but infi- | 
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That point the Senate will | 


I believe that if we | 
can strip ourselves of all partiality and prejudice | 
growing out of personal relations on the one side || 
or the other, we can do justice. Recognizing each | 


|| on the proper Departments for the facts. 
| led into the error by perceiving that the first paper | 
|| Mr. Thompson. 
very distinctly when the Senate concurred in the | 
'| consideration of the subject. 


| olutions. 
| Georgia was in the form of a resolution, [ could 
| see some practical result; but it is a resolution 





| nitely worse treated whenever whites come among 


them for purposes of any sort. I have not the 
pleasure of a personal acquaintance with this gen- 
tleman, Mr. Thompson, and have not a word to 
say against him; but | adhere to that disability. 
There ought to be, and as I understand the policy 
of the law of 1853, there is, an actual disability 
imposed on any dealings between a white man 
and Indians, unless where the white man is an 
authorized officer of the Government, and deal- 
ing on the responsibility of the Government. I 
shall vote against the claim from necessity. 

Mr. BIGGS. I am sure, Mr. President, that 
so far as I am concerned, the Senate will come 
to the conclusion that [ have no personal feeling 
whatever about the matter; but | wish to make 


| a suggestion, of a practical kind, for the consid- 
| eration of the Senate. 


I understand that this 
matter comes here upon a memorial which has 
been presented by Mr. Thompson, and referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. The com- 
mittee report a resolution asking to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject. 
That is the original report. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN. Will 


the Senator from 


| North Carolina allow me to correct him as to the 


facts of the case? 

Mr. BIGGS. Certainly. ° 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. The subject was not 
brought before the committee by a memorial. 


'| The Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Dopee] in- 
| troduced a resolution asking for all the informa- 
cause the Government was the guardian of the || 


tion in possession of the Executive Departments 
in reference to this claim. ‘The answer was re- 
ceived, transmitting that information, which forms 
a very large volume. That document, it appears, 
was inadvertently referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. When the subject was under 
discussion before the committee, I will not un- 
dertake to speak of the impression or views of 
other members, but it was my idea to report it 
back, and ask to be discharged from it as a matter 
that had come improperly before us. ‘There was 


| no memorial of ‘Thompson asking for relief; there 
L think we ought to allow him what his || 


was no executive recommendation for a change 
of the law. It appeared, therefore, to me, to have 


|come before the committee inadvertently, and 


my own notion in reporting it back, without any 


| recommendation, was to get rid of a subject 


which, by mistake and improperly, had come 
before the committee. ‘That is the statement of 
the facts. 

Mr. BIGGS. Then I am mistaken in regard 
to the subject having been brought to the notice 
of the Committee on Indian Affairs by a memo- 
rial of Mr. Thompson. But it seems to have 
originated here on a resolution of inquiry, calling 


5 
I was 


in the printed documentis acommunication from 
As | have said, the first report 

yas to be discharged from the 
Then a motion was 
made to recommitthe report to the Committee on 


of the committee 


|| Indian Affairs, with instructions to report a bill 


to compensate Mr. Thompson, tu a fair amount, 
for his services; and then the Senator from Geor- 
gia, if I understand correctly, moved an amend- 
ment to the original report of the committee, 
declaring it to be the opinion of the Senate that 
Mr. Thompson is entitled, without any further 
legislation, to $40,000. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That is right. 

Mr. BIGGS. That is the way in which the 
question is presented. Now, I should like to 
know what practical benefit the passage of any 
of these resolutions will do? I cannot see any- 
thing to be attained by passing any of these res- 
If the proposition of the Senator from 


merely expressive of the me of the Senate, 
without the concurrence of the other House being 
asked in the form of a resolution or bill. I can- 
not vote for that. Though I may believe Mr. 
Thompson entitled to the $40,000, I do not think 


|T ought to vote for a resolution expressing the 


opinion that there should be an appropriation to 
him of $40,000, unless it is put ina proper shape, 
so as to make it effective as a legislative act. I 
see nothing practical to result from any propo- 
sition that is now made to the Senate, except the 
motion of the Senator from Arkansas to recom- 
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| Senate proceeds to take a vote on this case, whict 
I shall only delay for avery few minut 

it due to the rather isolate 
| that is in me. 


| tinetly to refer this subject again to the 


| first place to ascertain and report a ju 
| sation for Mr. Thompson’s services, and jn the 








|| then. 
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him. I make the suggestion, because it }as 
curred to me as a practical question, that ah 
whole matter ought to be laid on the table, | 9), 
not make the motion; but that is my opinion, 
Mr.SEBASTIAN. Mr. President, before y, 


. es, | think 

position occupied by 

me, to give at least a few reasons for the 4, 
> > Tauth 


The proposition which I have made js dis. 


: ; ; : ; Commit. 
tee on. Indian Affairs, with instructions jy the 
st compen- 


next place to accompany that by a Provision 
restoring the proviso of the law of last yea, 
which, it is conceded, was incorporated into th. 
| law as it was passed, but left out of the enrolled 
| bill by mistake. That proviso, which has bee, 
omitted, as I suppose, by inadvertence, required 
the assent of the Indians to the payment of the 
money. I propose to refer the subject back to 
the committee to ascertain and fix the rate of 
compensation, because I believe (although | ay 
| a member of a committee the majority of whic) 
entertain a different opinion) that the rate of 
| compensation is exorbitant in comparison wii) 
the service. 

It has been erroneously stated by the Senato, 
from Mississippi, that the amount reported by 
the Committee on Indian Affairs.as an allowanc: 

_to these Indians was $600,000. That was the 
isolated opinion of Mr. Walker, of Wisconsin, 
The Journals will show that, at that time, | 
_accompanied the report with a proposition to 
| reduce the amount to $242,000; and I am sure ql 
| the rest of the committee concurred with me. 
|The authority of the committee for making the 
| report fixing the sum at $600,000, was given , 
| merely to enable Mr. Walker to have the advap- 
| tage of offering an amendment for that amount, 
| He stood alone in the opinion that the Indians 
| were entitled to that much. On what I now 
| believe was an imperfect view of the facts, the 
| majority of the committee reported that the In- 
| dians were entitled to $242,000. ‘The proposition 
| to pay it to them was made in the Senate, and | 
think as often as twice rejected. It never ob- 
| tained a legislative recognition. 
| Subsequently, a treaty was entered into with 
| the Menomonee Indians, by which the United 
| States engaged to pay them $150,000 in annui- 
| ties, commencing in 1867, and running through 
| a period of ten years. The reason why the pay- 
| ment was postponed was because the annuities 
under a previous treaty would not expire until 
The whole amount was $150,000, but that 
was not to be granted as a recognition of this 
‘claim, It was to compensate the Indians first 
| for an estimated difference of $40,000 between 
| the expenses of their removal to Wisconsin and 
to Minnesota; and second, to compensate them 
for about 400,000 acres of land, the difference 
| between the home which had been granted to 
| them in Minnesota and that which they were to 
| acquire in Wisconsin. 
t am sufficiently cognizant, personally, with 
the proceedings connected with the history of 
| that negotiation, to know that the claim which 
Thompson had presented for the Indians cut a 
| very sorry figure in the amount of $150,000, 
| which the Commissioner agreed in that treaty to 
| pay them for the difference in the value of their 
| land and the difference in the expense of their 
| removal. By the exertions of ‘Thompson, he 
| was able to obtain a recognition of the claim be- 
fore the committee, and the committee reported 
|a modification of the treaty, to add $92,000, 
which carried up the sum granted by the treaty 
to $242,000. To the extent of the allowance 0! 
this $92,000, I admit that Mr. Thompson had 
some agency in obtaining it. It is to be ascribed 
to the fact that he had given some consideration 
and pretension to this claim. The committee 
agreed to fix that precise sum, because they were 
anxious to induce the Indians to believe that 
they were to obtain for the exchange, for the re- 
moval, for the surrender of country, and for theit 
claim to money, the whole amount which pre- 
vious reports of the committee led them to sup- 
pose. they were entitled to. 


There was another consideration. It was urged 


mit this subject with the instructions proposed by || by the Senator from Wisconsin, that the treaty 
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would not be worth the paper on which it was | 
written without the consent of Oshkosh, the prin- || 
‘nal chief; and to this increased compensation | 
= annexed a condition that Oshkosh’s consent | 
should be obtained to the treaty, which was sub- 
sequently obtained. : 
Phe Senate cun now see what was precisely 
the extent of the services of Mr. Thompson. | 
To his agency, and the consideration which he 
had imputed to this claim of the Indians, is to 
pe attributed, to some extent, the obtaining of the 
advance of $92,000. For obtaining that he has | 
gome kind of right to compensation. 
| do not entertain any extreme opinions about || 
thiscase. Iam certainly exempt from an of 1] 
those personal sympathies and feelings into w uch |} 
it seems to have degenerated. I am anxious to || 
cee the claimant awarded a just and fair compen- || 
sation; but I believe that is far beneath what the | 
Senate has thought proper heretofore to allow, 
but | am more anxious to see it awarded to him 
upon a_just and tenable principle. ‘The United || 
Siates Senate have not, I think, since I have been || 
a member of this body, ever undertaken to take || 
Indian attorneys’ compensation out of the an- 
nuities of the Indians without their consent. || 
They have never gone further than to sanction || 
the payment when authorized by the Indians. I 
think [can say that that runs through, and is a 
distinguishing feature of, the entire code of policy || 
which has been pursued towards the Indians | 
with the sanction of the Senate. I am unwilling | 
that Mr. Thompson should obtain compensation || 
upon any other principle than that on which any || 
other creditors of the Indians can obtain remu- || 
neration for services performed. I have some | 
recollection of the case of Amos and John E. Ken- || 
dall, which never obtained more than ten or twelve || 
yotes here, but which, in my opinion, is a much || 
stronger case than this. I] 
[ believe that whatever measure of compensa- || 
tion you may award this claimant must, as a |! 
matter of legal necessity, be by the consent of || 
the Indians. What is the basis of that opinion? 
Because, by the solemnity of a treaty, we have | 
declared that we will pay: this very sum of | 
$92,000 with the $150,000 to which it was added, | 
in the form of annual payments, commencing in 
1867. Can you, by any instrument of less dig- | 
nity, release yourselves from the obligation of that | 
payment? If you seize upon this money by mere 
strong hand, and appropriate it to Thompson, | 
by what kind of pretext will you vindicate your- | 
selves against the just reclamation of the Indians | 
on the final settlement? Willthey not say, ‘*You || 
were but a trustee; you took our trust-moneys, 
the payment of which was guarantied by a treaty, || 
and against our solemn protest you paid them to 
our attorney upon a debt which we | 
council, repudiated.” 
But it is said that, although the terms of the 
law required this, the assent of the Indians was 
net obtained because of improper interference of || 
the officers of the Government. Admit that that 
may be so, the fact is, nevertheless, that the con- 
senthas not been obtained. What is the just and | 
logical consequence to be deduced from that? || 
I'he most that can be asked is, that the question |) 
of consent shall be submitted again under fairer 
auspices, and those which will afford the party || 
no just cause to complain. I have had itin my |) 
mind, if the matter should be referred again to the | 
committee, to report a just and liberal compen- 
sation, and require that proposition to be put} 
before the Indians with such sanctions as would 
secure at least an impartial consideration by them, || 
free from the interposition of what the cleleagiina 
himself might consider improper influences. 
Before closing my remarks I must say, as an || 
act of justice to the Commissioner of Indian || 
Affairs, that I profess to have been acquainted || 
with his official and unofficial opinions on this | 
matter from the time when it first became a sub- 
ject of discussion; and I feel warranted in saying 
to the Senate, that there has been no time at 
which, if it had been referred to him, he would | 
not, on the principle of quantum meruit; have | 
allowed a fair and liberal compensation to Thomp- | 
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son. I think he is prepared to do so yet. The || out contracts which are beneficial to them. The | Government? 


contest which he has made, and | think justly || 


made, was to the attempt to enforce literally, ac- || 
cording to its terms, the provision of a contract | 
with the Indians, that in my opinion was never | 


obtained under such solemnities as would con- | 





| ing to their ancient and immemorial usage, have 


where, Ifthe Indians be sovereign and independ- 


| them pay—you have the right. 
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vince us that it was altogether fair, and that they || States do it. Citizens who Nave claims against 


understood its full purport and object. 
As to the consent which it is alleged was ob- | 
tained from the Indians prior to the passage of 
the law, it is enough to say, that it was not done 
inacouncil of the nation. The men of authority, 
and the chiefs, may have sanctioned it; but tat 
is not the way in which the Menomonees, accord- 


' 


done business. I do not think we ought to award 
recognition to any act of the Indians, unless it is | 
done in open council, under auspices that guar- || 
anty fairness and impartiality; and it should, by | 
all means, be done in the presence of the United || 
States officers. I know to what abuses they are 

subjected. Without the presence of friends and || 
advisers, they are turned over to the schemes of 

artful men. Ido not say that this is a case of 
that kind, for I have great personal regard for the | 
claimant; but I do insist, that, before he obtains 
even a just compensation, he must resort to those 
forms and solemnities which will secure to the 


formed for him, and obtain his fair and honest 


| sional advice. 
when we have said that the Indians shall not be 


the Government find it necessary to get profes- 
Have we not gone far enough 


bound by the contract, but that a quantum merwit 
shall be allowed? This is what I understood the 
Indian Committee had done unanimously in this 
case. I say the claim is just; the money ought 


| to be paid; and I have no doubt that but, for the 


quarrel of Manypenny, there would not be a dis- 


| senting vote in the Senate. 


Mr. BROWN. Ihave been for several years 
a member of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and | learn from the chairman to-day, for the 
first time, that reports are made from that com- 
mittee, and sent to the country in the name of the 


| committee, which do not receive the sanction of 
| the committee. 


I am not aware of any such 
report being made with’ my consent. I find, in 


| e 
| reference to this case, that Mr. Walker, on the 
| 


l4th of February, 1853, before | took my seat 
here, reported ‘* that the amount justly-and equi- 


onee Indians, is $613,515 36. This sum is the 


! - 

Indian a fair consideration of the -services per- || tably due from the United States to the Menom- 
| 
| 


consent; not only because that is just, but because 
it is an indispensable formality to prevent the 
Government from being subjected to reclamation 
for the payment of this amount again to the 


| Indians. 


Mr. TOOMBS. I must express my very great 
surprise at the course of the chairman of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. The question was 
before the committee; the parties were heard; and 
I supposed the opinion of the committee was 
unanimous when | was directed to make this 
report—certainly by the concurrence of the chair- 
man. We had the Commissioner’s statement 
before us, at length, and came to a conclusion. 


| very least, in the opinion of the committee, which 
will discharge the claims of justice on the Gov- 
| ernment in favor of the Menomonee Indians.”’ 
| ‘That report has stood upon the records of the 
country from the 14th of February, 1853, to this 
| hour; and now, for the first time, I learn from 
| the chairman that it was a sort of accommodation 
| to Mr. Walker that he was allowed to make the 
| report. All L have to say on that branch of the 
| subject is, that this is a species of amiability 
| which deserves to be rebuked. When reports 
| are put on the records of the country, we natu- 
rally recur to them as authentic, and rely upon 
them. I always supposed that that paper was 


Now, without detaining the Senate, | wish to || what it purported to be—the report of the com- 


| correct some statements made by the Senator as | 


to the principle upon which the Government acts. 
We do take Indian money by a standing law of 
this country, from the treaty of Greenville till 
now, under all of our intercourse acts, and espe- 
cially the act of 1834. The principles which the 
Senator lays down are not maintainable any- | 


ent nations, it is your duty to enforce the con- 
tracts they make with your citizens, and collect 
the debts owing to them. You went to war with | 
Mexico eavowedly upon that principle. You 
issued letters of marque, in 1799, against France, 
on the same ground. It is the right of the Gov- | 
ernment, though it is not always obliged to do it, 
to go to warto make another sovereign pay your | 
citizens what he owes them. Now, it seems that 
the Indians are sovereign beyond all sovereigns. 


| I care not how many treaties they have got, if 


they owe money to your citizens you can make 
You have the 
right to exact that from the greatest and proudest 
sovereignty on earth. You are not compelled to 
do it. You must look to the condition of the 


| country, and the national danger; but it is your | 
| duty to do it, and your aT if you can do it, 


You make other people pay the debts which they 
owe to you: why shall not Indians do the same 
thing? The true condition in which we stand to 


| the Indians, is, that this Government makes its 


own contracts with them. This contract was 
done in the Indian office, and signed by the Com- 
missioner. The assent of the Cherokees and 
Creeks, in council, by which attorneys have been 
paid, has not been a subsequent consent; but 
generally, as in this case, a consent has been 
Pi ataid: and then the parties come before Con- 
gress and exhibit it. I can show the chairman, 
though he has been for years upon that commit- 
tee, more than ten instances in which the very 
course here pursued was pursued; and it isa just 
course. 

It is true we are the guardians of the Indians. 
The fact is that we make the contracts on both 
sides. We ought to use wherrima fides with them; 
they are in our power. We should not = be 
just, but generous to them. Surely it is our duty 
to make our own wards, whom we protect, whose 
contracts we set aside if hurtful to them, carry 


Senator from lowa [Mr. Haran] has suggested 
to me that the State of Iowa ene an agent 
to prosecute her claims against this Government. | 
My own State has done the same thing, and has | 
paid compensation to the agent. 


mittee. It was so stated, and there was no 
minority report from any quarter showing any- 
thing to the contrary. The Senator from Arkan- 


| sas tellg us that he said something in the course 


of the debate to qualify it. I do not ordinarily 
go to the debates to see what the reports of com- 


| mittees are. Ifa report is made in the name ofa 
| committee and there is no minority report, I 
|| assume that it is the report of the whole commit- 


| tee. have a right so to assume. 


| When [ came into the Senate, | was put at 


|| once on the Committee on Indian Affairs. I came 


here some time after the session commenced, and 

when a vacancy occurred in the committee, | was 
putonit. I have been on it ever since, and I 
| never learned until this hour that this report was 
| not correct. I know very well that, since | have 
| been a member of the committee, the subject has 
| been discussed again and again; it became a mat- 


| 


|| ter of serious controversy; and a map was made 
|| out showing the lines of the territory which was 


| purchased under the treaty of 1848, and fixing the 
|amount of land which the Government had 
| acquired from these Indians. The fact is con- 
fessed by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
| that whereas you bought from the Indians three 
million and thirty-five thousand acres, you got, 
| according to actual survey, I think, nearly seven 
| millions of acres. This mistake was made by the 
| use of an incorrect map—confessedly incorrect— 
| confessed to be so by the Indian bureau, the 
Interior Department, and everybody who ever 
| looked at the subject. 
Mr. BUTLER. Who presented that map? 
Mr. BROWN. Thecommissioner who nego- 
tiated the treaty. He took it to the Indian coun- 
try. The initial point was a small lake, sup- 
»osed to be in a particular degree of latitude and 
Ccantaties and so laid down on that map; but 
when you came to survey the country accurately, 
the lake was notin the right place on the map 
by more than adegree. ‘Then a promontory, to 
| which the line was to be run, was not in the 
| right place. The whole map’was wrong. The 
commissioner confessed himself to have been led 
into a gross error. The Interior Department, as 
its documents show, confess that qn error was 
made to the amount of millions of acres of land. 
Who unraveled all this mystery? Was it the 
Was it Commissioner Many- 
| penny? Was it anybody connected with the 
| Government? No, sir; it was Thompson, the 
| attorney of the Indians, who did it. That was 
| the service he rendered them—bringing to light 





Other sovereign |} all these errors, making them so patent that no 
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one connected with the Government, or anybody 
else, could deny them. It was for that service 
that the Indians wanted to pay him. For that 
service they would long since have paid him, if 
there had been no interference of executive officers 
to prevent it. 

r. BRIGHT. I-shall not detain the Senate, 
but I desire to say one word. There is some- 
thing very plausible in the remarks of the chair- 





man of the Committee on Indian Affairs, that his | 
amendment proposes to reter the subject back to | 
the committee with instructions to report what- | 


ever Mr. Thompson may be entitled to, provided 


the assent of the Indians be first obtained. But, | 


sir, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs has 
already said that Mr. Thompson is not entitled 
to one dollar. 

Mr. PUGH. _I beg the Senator’s pardon. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is to be found in his letter 
addressed to the President. 

Mr. PUGH. I said I did not think he was 
entitled to it, or that he had any claim to — 
thing, unless one third of the $92,000; but the 
Commissioner takes the very ground which the 
Senator from Arkansas aaa 

Mr. BRIGHT. He may take that ground 
now: but Ll assert that in his statement made to 


the President, he said Mr. Thompson was not | 


entitled to one dollar. 

Mr. PUGH. On that contract. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs jurisdiction over 
this case. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. The Senator misunder- 
stands my proposition. It is not to refer the 
case to the Commissioner, but to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. BROWN. Why refer it to the commit- | 


tee? Have we not Wecided the case time and 
again? 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
Mr. Thompson is wearied and worn out. He 
has spent the last five years of his life in honestly 
yursuing his rights. 
Ios is not entitled. He wants nothing which his 
contract does not give him; and he does not even 
insist on that. Under that contract he is entitled 


to $80,000 ; but the committee, at the last ses- | 


sion, said he ought to have $40,000. He said, 
** Very well, I will take it.”” Even that is with- 
held. The committee have reported now that he 
is entitled to it asthe law stands. The question 
which the Senate are about to decide is, whether 


they concur in that report of the committee? I | 
desire to have a direct vote upon the point at | 


Once, without recommitting it to the committee. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in | 


the Chair.) The first question is on the motion 
of the Senator from Arkansas to recommit with 
instructions. 

Mr. MALLORY. In explaining my vote upon 
this question it is hardly necessary for me to refer 
to the remarks which have been thrown out, that 
Senators should not be instigated or influenced 
by bias towards the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, or to Mr. Thompson. For myself I can 
safely say, that I shall not be influenced by any 


such bias, having scarcely any acquaintance with | 


the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and not know- 


ing Mr. Thompson even by sight. But in arriv- | 


ing at a conclusion on this question, I confess I 
am influenced by the information which has been 
brought before the Senate by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Ohio; and I think the Senate should 
be under obligations to him for the time, care, 
and diligence which he has begtowed upon the 
case. 

{ am influenced to some extent by the hon- 
erable chairman of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. To that committee the Senate has re- 
ferred this matter, and [ am quite convinced that 
the chairman has given it mature consideration. 
I see abundant reason for coinciding with his 
suggestions. One reason is this: it has been cor- 
rectly remarked that we treat the Indians as our 
wards. From my own experience of Indian 
affairs | have scarcely ever known a contract be- 
tween Indians and white traders where, if fraud 
has been committed, it has been committed by 
the indians themselves. Besides, we appoint not 
only the agents for the Indians, but, in fact, ap- 
point the chiefs themselves, and then negotiate 
with owr own agents, for we do make their chiefs. 

J think it is a matter of the very first considera- 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


coerce TTT A 


I am opposed to giving the | 


It is useless to re-refer it. | 


He wants nothing to which | 


tion that, when a dispute arises as to the con- 
struction of a contract, a decent delay should be | 
had to show the Indians, whose chief we appoint, 
that we are willing to hear their side of the ques- 
| tion. But there is more in this case, because 
Congress undoubtedly intended that this money 
| should not be paid unless with the agsent of the | 
Iudians; and it has been clearly shown, not only | 
that that assent was not obtained, but that, in 
open council, all their chiefs and braves present, | 
they most expressly repudiated the contract. 
Now, it is said improper influences were brought | 
to bear on these indian in council. 
i 





it may be so; | 
I will not undertake to say that it is not so, for I | 
do not know enough of the transaction; but, if 
improper influences were brought to bear, we can | 
| very well afford to re-refer it. 1 should regret if | 
| Mr. Thompson should be deprived of this money 
through this delay, but it is more important in 
dealing with our Indians in the far West, that 
we should convince them the Government will 
always extend to them even-handed justice, and 
hear their appeals in council, than that a thousand 
Mr. Thompsons should be gratified by the pay- 
ment of any private claim. Itis far more impor- 
tant, because it is not the mere sum of $40,000 
that is at stake—it is, perhaps, an Indian war 
upon your hamds, because if we listen not to the | 
complaint of Indians in council, their very next | 
|| step 1s war. 

What will be the consequence if we pay this | 
sum without listening to the Indians? Do you 
|| not suppose they will come here and reclaim the 

$40,000? Will they not have good ground? 
Will they not tell you that they repudiated this | 
claim? With all the authority known to Indian | 
customs and laws, they will say, they went in 
council, and before our own agents and commis- 
sioners, under our own act of Congress, repudi- 
ated the claim; and yet, without hearing them 
again, we took the responsibility of paying it in 
defiance of them. Shail we not see the very men 
who are now asserting this claim here—I speak 
with all respect to them—acting, perhaps, as In- 
dian agents to-morrow, to geta return of this 
money to the Indians? 
Now, on the principle of quantum meruit which 
| my friend from Illinois has suggested, looking at 
the case in that point of view, if I suppose the 
setvices really performed by Mr. Thompson were 
worth the money, | should lay aside alléhese con- 
siderations, because the Government could well 
afford to pay him, and then pay the $40,000 over 
again to satisfy the Indians; but I think from 
what the Senator from Ohio has shown us, that 
| the services performed were not sufficient to war- 
rant this amount of money. I understand that 
he has been employed for about five years. If I 
am incorrect in that, 1 can be corrected. That is 
$8,000 a year. I see nothing in the exposition 
here to-day by the Senator from Ohio, which 
would influence me to give my vete for that 
amount of money. Anxious as lam that Mr. 
Thompson should receive every dollar he is en- 
titled to, | think the proposition of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs fully 
meets the contingency. Let the whole thing be 
| examined; and if improper influences have been 
|| exercised on these Indians, it can be ascertained, 
|| and we can pay the money. I see no reason be- 
| fore the Senate, with this very grave dispute as 
|, to whether the Indians did or did not confirm 
|| this contract, why, before going further, we should 
peremptorily insist on paying the money. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor.) 
| 
| 





The first question is on recommitting the report, 
with the instructions proposed by the Senator 
| from Arkansas, [Mr. Sepast1an.] 
| Mr. PUGH called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 
| Mr. MALLORY. I have paired off with the 
Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Iverson,] who has 
necessarily left the Senate Chamber. 
| The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
' resulted—yeas 17, nays 17; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Biggs, Brodhead, Butler, Collamer, 
Dodge, Durkee, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Hunter, Mason, 
Pugh, Sebastian, Trumbull, Wad Wright, and Yulee—17. 
AYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bell of Tennessee, Big- 
| ler, Bright, Brown, Douglas, Harlan, Jones of Tennessee, 
Pearce, Pratt, Reid, Seward, Slidell, Thompson of Ken- 
tucky, Toombs, and Weller—17. 
So the motion was not agreed to; and the ques- | 
tion recurred on the adoption of the following 


L GLOBE. 









resolution, submitted by Mr. Too 
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Committee on Indian Affairs: MBS, from t},. 


Resolved, That the Senate agree to the 
the said Richard W. Thomenen is, im the cot, tnd thar 


Senate, entitled to be paid the sum approptimer Of the 
twenty-seventh section of the civil and diplomatic 2 ; 
pro. 


priation act, approved March 3, 1855. 
Mr. BUTLER. I cannot vote for that y 
any circumstances. It is not a warrant to = 
money. It is one of those intimations which 

like to see find its way from the Senate. |]; ; 

inference, from what the committee has dine - 
pay Mr. Thompson $40,000. I never can PM: . 
to it. Ido not believe he is entitled to 40, bor 
in the first place. If I am acting as one eas , 
tuting a tribunal of chancery to take sae" ce 
wards, I should say it was an unconscion a 
bargain, and would be so regarded in any i : 
of chancery. I cannot sanction it. i 

Mr. ADAMS. If I understand this questi 
a law was passed at the last session, directin. 
this amount of money to be paid. It was dic 
covered, by going back into the proceeding be 
hind the law, that there was a proviso whic, 
not enrolled. The Department, as I understand 
suspended the law, which, I think, they had no 
right to do, and looked back behind the rol] ‘n 
see how men voted. When the act received thy 
sanction of the President, it became the law of 
the land. This resolution, as I understand, mop. 
ly declares the opinion of the Senate, that the 
law shall be executed as it was passed and signe 
by the President of the United States. The con- 
tract was a fair, bona fide one, made in open day; 
and no sensible lawyer, capable of prosecuting 
such a claim, would make a contract to carry it 
out as Mr. Thompson did, for that amount, yp. 
less he could have an assurance of success which 
no man could have. I believe that Mr. Thomp- 
son is entitled to his one third according to his 
contract. If that were the’ proposition, I would 
unhesitatingly vote for it. I shall vote in the 
affirmative on this question. 

Mr. PUGH called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. MALLORY. AsI before stated, I have 
paired off with the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am requested to say 
that the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. Fostes} 
has been called away by indisposition. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 
resulted—yeas 18, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Bell of Tennessee, Bigler, 
Bright, Brown, Douglas, Harlan, Jones of Tennessee, 
Pearce, Pratt, Reid, Seward, Slidell, Thompson of Ken- 
tucky, Toombs, Weller, Wilson, and Wright—18. 
aro 8 ae Biggs, Brodhead, Butler, Collamer, 

odge, Durkee, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Hunter, Mason, 
Pugh, Sebastian, Trumbull, Wade, and Yulee—16. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS—PERSONAL EXPLA- 
NATION. 


I move to take up the Pa- 


a 


I dis. 


’ 


Mr. WELLER. 
cific railroad bill. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I believe this is private bill 
day, and there are some twenty or thirty bills on 
the Calendar that can be passed without discus- 
sion. I hope the regular business of the day will 
be proceeded with. 

Mr. WELLER. I shall certainly insist on 
my motion. I have delayed calling for action on 
the bill from day to day. 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from California. 

Mr. MALLORY. I ask if that is not devi- 
ating from the regular orders of the day? Are 
not private bills the regular order of business for 
Friday ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is in the 
power of a majority of the nate to take up 
whatever business they please, and the order 
setting apart Friday for private bills was adopted 
with that express understanding. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays on 
his motion, and they were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Bell of Tennessee, Bigler, 
Bright, Brown, Cos Dodes, Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, 
Foot, Harlan, Sebastian, Seward, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Trambuil, Wade, Weller, Wilson, and Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Biggs, Brodhead, Fish, Mallory, Pugh, 
Beid, Slidell, and Yulee—8. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is not 
a quorum voting. 


r. SEWARD. 
adjourn. 


I move that the Senate 


